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On May 22" of this year, we lost a
great ambassador for the MPTA and
more importantly, our industry. John
oOoButchdé Thompson

| years.

J

When | first started working with the

MPTA just over nine years ago, Butch

was the glue holding the MPTA

together. Butch was the Secretary/

Treasurer of the MPTA. Back

counting software program such as QuickBooks or Peachtree.

aBdltch goakgd é/itp %/|068..| accountant at the B.ar.lk in Barnum.
Most guys joke about a little black book containing phone num-
bers of girls. Butchds bl ack
MPTA members. Phone numbers, addresses, names and other
contact information. There was no database, the database was
Butch.

Butch loved the MPTA and the MPTA loved him back. Serving
several terms as a board director and always finding time work-
ing and visiting MPTA tow schools. Of Course, Butch always of-
fered his opinion whether you wanted to hear it or not. Just as
Butch was a | egend, so wRusyqgdifi
cart with the pink frisbees. Butch had personality.

Becoming a fall tradition, Butch hosted board meetings at his
home in Barnum. Where he would serve the best steak (Grilled
by grandson Alex), the greasiest cheesy hash browns. Large salad

eagdta yery Qfeatvyl c%op’le gesert. Whatever Butch Qid, it \{vas al-
ways over the top! The guy would give you the shirt of his back
and never talked bad about anyone.
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Presidents Letter
Written by President, Brett Letourneau

Well, summer is in full swing now. | hope that everyone is enjoying the warmer weather and outdoor activities. In our bu
ness, it seems to always be difficult to get time to do the things that the average person is able to do every wedkdpitl. A |
of balance is key to being able to maintain a long career in the towing business.

On May 27th, many of us gathered in Bar num, MN to say
of Thompson Motor Service who passed away earlier in May. Butch served on the board of the MPTA for nearly two dec
and was very active with whatever the association was trying to accomplish. We presented Butch's family with a plagque
Towman's Prayer and brought our tow trucks in his honor. We will all miss Butch very much, gone but not forgotten!

It was nice to see many of our members at the Wisconsin Towing Association's 50 year anniversary of their annual towin
vention in Wisconsin Dells. Many of us had time to kick tires and talk shop while still enjoying some family time. fen't fo
to come out and support the Minnesota Professional Towing Association's annual event at Elko Speedway on July 29th.
event has grown every year and this year will prove to be even more fun then usual!

Our spring tow school was very well attended and a huge success. Thank you to all that participated as students and th
ployers for sending them to better our industry. Also, a big thank you to the MPTA staff and volunteer board of directors f
making everything run so smooth. We are planning more schools this year....stay tuned!

We were also able to have a sit down meeting with Director Olson from the Department of Vehicle Services in early June
express the frustration we experience with inaccurate information about registered owners and lien holders. They were s
tive to our frustration and are receptive to idea's of how things can be more stream lined for impound lot operatotarén the
We have established a committee to brainstorm some idea's and plan to have another meeting with the director and her |
later this summer.

| hope everyone enjoys the rest of their summer and as always, be safe out there.

Brett

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO TOW, RIG, RECOVER & HAUL
TOWING EQUIPVEENT - PARTS & ACCESSORIES - FINANCE - SERVICE

WELCOME TO ZIP'S

SBGTTSINBLAIR
CELL: 612-209-1545 CELL: 612-209-1368




Butch was born on August 28, 1944 in Duluth to Edna and John Thompson, Sr.He grew up in Lawler and Duluth

and later moved to Barnum where he attended Barnum High School graduating in 1962. Butch attended Dun-

woody for a short time and later enlisted in the United States Army until receiving a medical discharge. Soon after,
Butch was employed working on the Railroad, plowing snow for the State of MN, and as a mechanic for Odberg &

Ryan in Duluth and Moses Chevrolet in Carlton. In 1967, Butch began working for his father, John Sr. at Thompson
Mot or Service in Barnum and in 1981 went on his own w
Center in Carlton for about 5 years. In 1992, Butch purchased Lake City Towing in 1992 which is owned and oper-
ated today by sonds Chad and Jay.

Butch was a member of Barnum Community United Methodist Church, Barnum Community Club, Barnum Fire De-
partment, Barnum Lions Club, and the Moosehorn Rod & Gun Club. As most of us know, Butch had a great love for
classic cars and organized several car shows in the area and was a member of both the National and Minnesota Im-
pala Clubs. Butch truly loved his Barnum community, supporting and promoting events that were happen-

ing. Butch loved to visit and was often found in area restaurants soaking in the latest news or enjoying a game of
cribbage with his friends.

Butch is preceded in death by his parents. Butch is survived by his wife, Sharon Thompson of Superior, WI; two sons:
Chad (Erica) of Esko and Jay (Shanna) of Duluth ; 5 grandchildren whom he thought the world of: Alex, Zach, Nicho-

|l as, Grant, and Clarissa; two sisters: Valerie (Terry
Welhaven; several nieces, nephews, ilaws and many friends.

Butch was Buried at Riverside Cemetery in Barnum, just a few blocks from where he lived and attended church ser-
vices every Sunday. Butch was more than an ambassador to the MPTA and to the towing industry, he was a wealth
of knowledge. What | loved about Butch the most, he was a great friend, and the glue that continues to hold us all
toget her é. We will miss you oBig To6!
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U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of Public Affairs

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Www.transporation.gov/briefingroom

NEWS

FMCSA 0617

Monday, June 26, 2017
Contact: Sharon Worthy
Tel.: (202) 3669999

FMCSA Urges Everyoneton Shar e t he Road Saf e
In National Safety Campaign

WASHINGTONT The U. S. Department of Transportationds Fe
continues its efforts to raise public awareness so that all drivers know how to operate safely around large trucks
buses through a newly formed partnership undeftineRoads, Our Safegampaign.

AFMCSA is pleased to work with a group of partner s
ing crashes, injuries and fatalities involving | ar
Daphne Jefferson. AThis i mportant partnership ampl
gether to ensure that everyone arrives safely at t

The American Bus AssociatigiAA and theAmerican Trucking Associatiahave joined with FMCSA to amplify
theOur Roads, Our Safesffort to educate all pedestrians, bicyclists, passenger vehicle drivers and commercial n
vehicle (CMV) drivers on how to better share our roadways and improve safety for all.

There are several simple actions passenger vehicle drivers should take while sharing the road with large tr

and buses:
f Stay out of the ANo Zoneso or blind spots at
1 Make sure they can see the driver in the mirror before safely passing
f Donét cut in close while merging in front of
1 Stay back a safe distance to avoid being in the blind spot
i1 Anticipate wide turns and consider larger vehicles may require extra turning room
1 Stay focused on the road and avoid distractions
1 Lastly, be patient driving around large trucks and buses

In addition to these tips, parents and teachers can involve children-4gad &ighlighting the importance of road
safety by participating in theoad Safety Art ContesThe contest allows children in kindergarten through sixth grad
to use their creativity and talent to help raise awareness of how to stay safe on the roads.

Visit www.sharetheroadsafely.gte get involved. Learn more and share information about how passenger vehicle
drivers, CMV drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians share a responsibility for making our roads a safer place for eve

Stay connected with FMCSA via:
FMCSA.dot.go\] EMCSA on FacebookFMCSA on Twitter
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https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ourroads?utm_source=press&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=OROS-2017
https://www.buses.org/
http://www.aaa.com/
http://www.trucking.org/
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/OurRoadsArtContest?utm_source=press&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=ART-2017
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ourroads?utm_source=press&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=OROS-2017
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/FMCSA
https://twitter.com/FMCSA
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MPTA Hosts Light Duty Tow School

This past spring the MPTA supported our towing operators in a light duty tow school for beginners bef
summer heats up on Wednesday, Ma$. IMPTA board directors taught the early classroom portion of tf
school with new information and safety statistics as well as the everyday basics of getting ready for ea
ers shift. With new towing employees, it all starts with the basgsentials.Students were taught everythin
from size of chains, straps, pressure points, and even how to better prepare yourself mentally and pro
ally.

With nearly 35 students in attendance, MPTA board directors hosted several training sessions featurir
hook ups, use of dollies, and experiencing use of chains and straps getting a feel for what our industry
offerr Al t hough the school gives you a great HAHanc
t hi nfelachi ng student ds he basics and advanced
whil e | earning the ADobs and Do notdéso of our

-
O ~

MPTA Board Directors sponsored the event providing many vehicles and the use of their equipment.
dents did not disappoint. They were promised to get hands on training while gettingudirlike every
MPTA sponsored tow schooEvery school the MPTA conducts, all of us learn more from the instructors
well as from our students. Special thanks to the MPTA Board Directors for their time and knowledge a
MNDOT for allowing us to use their facility. Together we continue to support our industry but more img
tantly, our professionalism. would say when one looks at the time, money and personal commitment, &
end of the day, i tds al l we | | worth 1 t!

Hope to see you or your employees at the next MPTA endorsed tow school!

MPTA Newsbreak ~ July 2017 8



MPTA Newsbreak ~ July 2017



