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Newsbreak  

 It was September of 2016 since the MPTA hosted a two-day Ad-

vanced Heavy- Duty Training class featuring Miller Industries’ 

Tom Luciano.  In all reality, MPTA membership is blessed to 

have Tom here for two days.  As most of you know, when Mr. 

Luciano comes to town, which only means one thing… a disci-

plined, hard nose approach to learning the techniques of Ad-

vanced heavy- duty towing and recovery. 

  

Between both days, over 40 towing operators/students attended 

this highly anticipated event as all were not disappointed.  Spend-

ing valued time in the classroom learning chains, straps, pivot 

points and leverage, later trading in the classroom textbooks for a 

great learning experience in the field. MPTA Board of Directors 

also taught our “students of tomorrow” both days as well as set-

ting up scenarios and assisting with rigging and hook-ups. 

  

Congratulations to those who attended this two-day Advanced 

Heavy- Duty Training featuring Miller Industries Tom Luci-

ano.  We are fortunate as an Association to have Tom back up  

here every couple of years.  So… hope to see you next time!   

Special thanks to the all the MPTA board of Directors and Jay 

Thompson lending their time and knowledge, all of our Sponsors 

for this great event and the team at Miller Industries, Fred, Kipp 

and Tom for an educational two days! 



MPTA Board of Directors 
 

 
MPTA contact information: 

 

2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN 55117 

 

Phone:  651-487-2231 

Fax:  651-487-2447 

 

Email:  admin@mnprotow.org 

 
If you would like to make a  

contribution to help with the legislative 

efforts, please send your donations to: 

 

MPTA 

2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN 55117 

PRESIDENT 

Brett Letourneau 

Citywide Service Corp. 

9309 83rd Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN  55445 

763-424-4900 

‘18-’21 

 

Lance Burda 

Burdas Towing 

PO Box 249 

Rogers, MN 55374 

763-428-9911 

‘19-’22 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Ron Feist 

Feist Automotive 

1875 N. Lilac Dr. 

Golden Valley, MN 55422 

763-544-5512 

‘17-’20 

 

Joe Lomsdal 

Aggressive Towing 

2636 16th Ave So 

Moorhead, MN 56560 

218-287-2344 

‘17-’20 

Lonnie Krackow 

Borkowski Towing & Salvage 

PO Box 868 

Winona, MN  55987 

507-452-9073 

‘19-’22 

Kyle Siewert 

Siewert’s Towing 

3424 North Service Dr 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-9163 

‘18-’21 

DIRECTORS: 

Jenn Pearson 

Twin Cities Wrecker Sales 

1301 Jackson St 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

651-488-4210 

‘19-’22 

LOBBYIST 

Rob Leighton 

Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton 

952-405-7171 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Lance Klatt 

2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN  55117 

651-487-2231 

LEGAL COUNSEL 

Randy Thompson 

Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton 

952-405-7171 

OFFICE STAFF 

Nikki Steger 

2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN  55117 

651-487-2231 
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 VICE - PRESIDENT 

Ron Gardas Jr. 

Twin Cities Transport & Recovery 

3760 Flowerfield Rd 

Blaine, MN 55014 

763-784-7501 

‘18-’21 



Fun Facts about Halloween 
 The idea of trick or treating came from a Celtic tradition originating in ancient times.   The ancient Celts would 

put treats on their doorsteps and in the streets to provide offerings to the spirits of Samhain.   

 Legend has it, Jack O’Lanterns get their name from an old Irish story of a man named Jack who liked to trick 

the devil and because of his tricky ways, was barred from entering both heaven and hell, instead, he was forced to 

wander the earth, where he used his lanterns to wave people away from their intended paths.  

 Halloween colors are what they are for a reason.  There are several colors that you almost always see used in 

relation to Halloween (orange, black, brown and gold)  Here’s why these colors are the chosen ones: 

 Orange – Orange is known as a symbol of strength. 

 Black – Black is known as a symbol of death. 

 3.   Brown and Gold – These colors are typically in the symbolism of harvest. 

 Historically, the owl has been one of the most popular Halloween images. This is because, during medieval 

times in Europe, owls were seen as witches.  It was said that hearing an owl’s call was a sign that someone was 

about to die.  

 Houdini died on Halloween.  In a strange twist of events, Harry Houdini, who is considered by many to be the most famous magician 

of all time, died on Halloween.  His death was caused by appendicitis, which was brought on by 3 blows to the stomach he took during 

one of his acts.  

 Major money is spent on Halloween.  Did you know that Americans spend almost 10 billion dollars per year on 

Halloween?  That’s BILLION with a B.  That is a lot of money to be spent on candy and costumes.  Each consumer 

typically spends about $80 dollars per year on their Halloween goodies.  
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https://adayinourshoes.com/trick-or-treating/
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Heavy Duty Tow School  

 September 2019 

Featuring Tom Luciano 
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Thank You to our Heavy 

Duty Training Partners 



Emergency Lighting for Towing in Minnesota and Nearby States. 
 

 

How often have you wondered what the actual rules are regarding what lights are required, when they can be used 

and, most importantly, how they are regulated?  

 

Lighting standards are guided by several sources, including the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, specifical-

ly FMVSS 108. This standard is the basis for state-level regulations in all 50 states related to standard lighting 

equipment such as taillights, turn signals, headlights and reflectors. This standard is why all vehicles in the U.S. 

have similar lighting systems and uniform colors (red to the rear, amber to the front or side, etc.)  

 

By contrast, emergency lighting is not regulated on the federal level, leaving it open for 50 or more different inter-

pretations of what is safe and effective. There are guidelines published by several sources, like the National Fire 

Protection Association, that give sound advice on what colors to use and how to use them for the most effective 

advanced warning. This mixed approach to emergency lighting standards is often confusing, especially for motor-

ists traveling across the country.  

Emergency lighting is not a traffic control device, as it is merely intended to signal approaching motorists that 

there is an unusual event occurring that requires extra caution. Highway responders often forget this and develop a 

false sense of security when their warning lights are displayed, especially when the colors are any combination oth-

er than amber.  

 

Although red and blue lights tend to portray a greater sense of urgency among the general motoring public, as well 

as command greater respect, they do not offer any greater protection than amber, white or any other color of warn-

ing light.  

 

Less Is More  
Numerous studies have indicated that motorists are often momentarily blinded or otherwise distracted by emergen-

cy warning lights. That’s not to say people are drawn to flashing lights like a moth to a flame, however emergency 

lights can create a hazard. It is accepted practice among law enforcement and fire departments to turn off most of 

their emergency lighting once on scene.  

Most emergency vehicles are equipped with multiple levels of lighting control, allowing operators to turn off the 

forward-facing lights on divided highways, reduce intensity or speed of the flash or even cut specific colors from 

the display.  

 

The same applies to work lighting; only the lighting that is absolutely needed should be illuminated, and never if it 

will blind approaching traffic. For example, there is no need to have the lower (under body) work lights illuminat-

ed on rollback carriers while loading a vehicle onto the deck. As you tilt the deck level, those lights will become 

exposed and could blind an approaching vehicle—causing them to strike your truck, you or your customer! 

 

In developing a uniform national standard, we need to ask how we currently use emergency lighting, how we 

should use it and what best practices can we learn from other responding agencies. Perhaps we should consider 

voluntary use of directional warning devices, remote-mounted lighting devices and even lighting devices mounted 

on our person, such as lighted safety vests and other garments.  

 

Some best practices that are highly recommended include:  

 

• Keeping all lighting devices clean and well maintained.  

• Individual control of front, back and side lighting, separated into zones.  

• Work lights on individual switches for upper, mid-body and lower level.  

• Avoid mounting strobe lights too close to DOT-required lighting.  
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(continued on next page) 
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• Turn off as many lights as possible while on-scene, including headlights and other forward-facing lights that 

may blind others.  

• Use brighter settings in daylight; reduce light output levels at night.  

• Make sure in-cab indicators are working to avoid driving with lights activated   unintentionally.  

• Use tow lights on towed vehicles rather than using overhead beacons.  

 

As always, be aware of the laws in your home state, as well as any other states you may work in, and comply with 

those regulations. Your police contract may have additional stipulations on emergency lighting use; six states even 

require approval from the local law enforcement agency or a state permit before installing or using any warning 

lights.  

 

Stop and think for a moment how often you have been blinded by lights from another emergency or highway 

maintenance vehicle, especially in construction zones. If a trained professional that is very aware of what those 

lights mean can be distracted or blinded momentarily, what happens when the average driver comes upon your 

own warning lights?  

 

Stay safe, watch your back and please be mindful of how you use your waring and work lights.  

 

Warning Light Regulations for towing nearby Minnesota and Minnesota. 

 

Illinois – Amber and White, required when towing and headlights required 625 ILCS 5/12-215(b)1  

Iowa – Amber, stationary only 321.423  
Michigan – Amber, Red allowed when at crash or disabled 257.698(5)(f)  

Minnesota – Amber and Red required, amber may be used in tow 168B.16  

North Dakota – Amber and White, stationary 39-01-03.1 39-01-01  

South Dakota – Amber, stationary or in-tow allowed, not required 32-17-10  

Wisconsin – Amber and Red required, amber may be used when slow moving 347.26(6)  

(continued from previous page) 

MPTA Hosts Annual Meeting 

 
Following the first day of MPTA’s Advanced Heavy Training course featuring Miller Industries’ Tom Luci-

ano, on Tuesday, September 24th, the MPTA hosted their Annual Meeting at Jimmy’s Food & Drink in 

Vadnais Heights.  As always, the Annual Meeting is a great opportunity for towing members to share thoughts 

about the upcoming year.  Items discussed were legal and legislative issues, education and continuing how to 

help our towing industry be the best it can be.   

 

This year was the fourth year MPTA members casted their votes by a mailing in their votes. There were four 

very respective towing members/ operators on the ballot.  The unfortunate situation, we can only allow three to 

be voted in.  The three board of Directors voted on the board of directors are Lance Burda - Burda’s Towing, 

Lonnie Krackow – Borkowski Towing & Salvage and Jenn Pearson- Twin Cities. Wrecker Sales Inc.  Just like 

last year, the mailing of votes, the election results were very close.  I encourage every MPTA member in the 

future to attend our Annual Meeting, as this is your meeting.  Get to know your fellow towing operators while 

discussing our industry in an open forum.   
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Annual Minnesota Motor Vehicle Crash Facts Report:  

 
 

In 2018:  

•79,215 traffic crashes were reported to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS) 

•146,107 motor vehicles and 172,908 people were involved in these crashes 

•381 people died and 27,877 people were injured 

Estimated economic cost to Minnesota: $1,875,540,500 

 

Truck crashes  

•In 2018, there were 4,623 truck-involved traffic crashes reported to the Department of Public Safety. 

•This represents a 7% increase from the previous year. There were 43 fatal truck crashes, killing a total of 44 people. 

•In addition, there were 1,345 people injured in truck-related crashes. 

Pickup trucks, buses, and vans are not counted as trucks in this section. 

 

Contributing factors in truck crashes  

•Contributing factors listed by officers are very similar for truck and non-truck drivers. About half of contributing 

factors were attributed to the truck driver, and half to the non-truck driver. 

•Of all contributing factors reported for truck crashes, 27% were related to road surface conditions. Drivers of trucks 

were most frequently cited for following too closely (7%). 

The most commonly cited factor for non-truck drivers was failure to yield right of way (10%). 

 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/reports-statistics/Pages/crash-facts.aspx  
 
Marrin, Matthew (FMCSA) <Matthew.Marrin@dot.gov>  

 

FHWA National Traffic Incident Responder Awareness Week - 

 November 10-16, 2019  

 
Join our Incident Responder Partners and Be part of the TEAM! 

 

Incident response is always on our minds. 

 

Every minute of everyday emergency responders across the country work to help save lives at the scene of traffic 

incidents. Too many are struck on scene. Too many die. The goal of National Traffic Incident Response Awareness 

Week is, for the fourth year, to reach out to every responder, and to every driver, and to every passenger, to make it 

more clear that every person has a role to play. Stay tuned here for resources to help you reach out to your communi-

ties, to your organizations, and to your hero responders.  

 

Follow this link to learn more:   http://timnetwork.org/traffic-incident-response-awareness-week/  

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/reports-statistics/Pages/crash-facts.aspx
mailto:Matthew.Marrin@dot.gov


   MPTA Newsbreak ~ August  2019                        9 



   MPTA Newsbreak ~ October 2019                        10

 

MPTA Hosts Two-Day Advanced Light Duty Tow School 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On September 10th and 11th the MPTA supported our towing operators with a 2-day advanced light duty tow 

school.  MPTA board directors Ron Feist and Ron Gardas Jr. taught the early classroom portion of the school with new 

information and safety statistics and everyday basics of getting ready for each towing shift.  With an ever-changing in-

dustry, always nice to open the classroom up for instruction and FAQ’s. Students were taught everything from size of 

chains, straps, pressure points, Lever’s, recovery and even how to better prepare yourself mentally and professionally.   

  

With over 25 students in attendance, MPTA board directors hosted several training sessions featuring difficult hook ups, 

recovery situations, roll-overs, working load limits and experiencing use of chains and straps getting a feel for what our 

industry has to offer.  Although the school gives you a great “Hands on” experience, it can only prepare you for the 

“real thing!”  Teaching student’s the advanced lessons of recovering vehicles in a tough environment while learning the 

“Do’s and Do not’s” of our industry.   

  

MPTA Board Directors sponsored the event providing many vehicles and the use of their equipment. The students did 

not disappoint. They were promised to get hands on training while getting dirty- just like every MPTA sponsored tow 

school.  Every school the MPTA conducts, all of us learn more from the instructors as well as from our students. Special 

thanks to Ron Feist & Ron Gardas Jr. for teaching recovery fundamentals in the classroom as the well as Many MPTA 

Board of Directors and Jay Thompson assisting in the classroom and recovery sessions.  Thank you to Twin Cities 

Transport & Recovery and MPTA board directors for many of the salvaged vehicles as well as Twin Cities Wrecker 

Sales for the necessary equipment. 

 

Shout out to the great people at MNDOT for allowing us to use their facility. Together we support our industry, but 

more importantly our professionalism.  I would say when one looks at the time, money and personal commitment, at the 

end of the day, it’s all well worth it! 

  

Hope to see you or your employees at the next MPTA endorsed tow school! 
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Member Directory 
Albert Lea        Allen’s Tow & Travel 

507-373-3551 

                               T&W Towing LLC 

507-473-2999 
 

Anoka                     North Star Towing 

763-427-4160 
 

Apple Valley     Dick’s Valley Service 

952-432-2848 
 

Austin                       Midtown Towing 

507-433-7374 
 

Blackduck                 Bogart’s Towing 

218-835-4548 
 

Blaine                Twin Cities Transport    

                               & Recovery 

763-784-7501 

                   Dan’s Complete Auto Care 

763-784-8668 

                                   Frovik’s Towing 

763-786-9220 

Blue Tow Service 

763-786-9020 
 

Blooming Prairie 

                      Darrick’s Preferred Auto 

507-583-9994 
 

Bloomington        
               Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

    952-831-8833 

               Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

                           West Bloomington 

   952-881-1024    

     Chief’s Towing, Inc. 

952-888-2201 
 

Brooklyn Park          Cardinal Towing 

763-535-1202 

                                   Citywide Service 

763-424-4900 
 

Brainerd                    Collins Brothers  

   Towing Of St. Cloud,  

218-822-5525 
 

Burnsville                  Captain Towing 

952-856-2901 
 

Cannon Falls           Siewert’s Towing 

507-263-4791 

Columbia Heights    

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

763-788-1113 
 

Coon Rapids       Highway 10 Towing 

763-757-6789 

Corky’s Towing 

612-919-1106 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Crystal          North Suburban Towing 

763-535-2201 

Schmit Towing 

763-253-1568 
 

Dayton 

                       North Suburban Towing 

   763-428-8940 

Detroit Lake 

           Aggressive Towing & Recovery 

   218-287-2344 
 

Duluth                           Dukes Towing 

218-722-8885 

                              Mrs. Mac’s Towing 

218-393-7377 

East End Towing 

218-349-3991 
 

Eagan                           Mark’s Towing 

651-454-1533 

Justman Freight Lines 

651-423-1020 

Magnum Towing 

651-423-7201 

The Auto Club Group 

952-707-4775 
 

Eden Prairie                   

   Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

952-944-1690 
 

Eden Valley                  Jack’s Towing 

320-453-6560           

Elk River      Collins Brothers Towing 

763-241-9177                     

Excelsior                   Williams Towing 

952-446-9650 
 

Faribault            Glenn’s Service LLC 

507-334-4202 
 

Fergus Falls                  Beyer Towing 

218-205-6137 
 

Forest Lake                   Dan’s Towing 

654-464-5551 

       Twin Cities Transport & Recovery 

651-464-5313 
 

Golden Valley          Feist Automotive 

763-544-5512 
 

Hamel   

                        MN Towing and Repair  

612-326-6687 
 

Ham Lake   

            Towing Resources & Recovery  

763-434-2828 
 

Inver Grove Heights   

                                South East Towing    

651-451-9721 

Ironton      AutoSmith Service  Group 

1-218-545-5715 
 

Lakeville    Marek’s Towing & Repair 

952-469-3182 
 

Little Falls      Collins Brother Towing 

                                        Of Little Falls 

320-257-5525 
 
 

 

Mankato                Affordable Towing 

507-388-8697 

                           All American Towing 

507-345-5005 
 

 

Maple Grove  

                   Chase Towing & Transport 

763-315-3995 
 

Marshall 

                                      Pulver Towing 

507-828-5720 
 

Medina        Kelly’s Wrecker Services 

763-473-0558 
 

 

Minneapolis               Blaine Brothers 

763-780-5130 

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

West Minneapolis 

612-377-4743 

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

Downtown Minneapolis 

612-333-8900 

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

South Minneapolis 

612-861-6133 

                                       Miller Towing 

612-827-5591 

                                    Schmit Towing 

763-253-1568                  

Minnetonka               Kustom Karriers 

                                        952-938-4680 
 

Moorhead             
           Aggressive Towing & Recovery 

218-287-2344 

    Ed’s Towing Service 

218-233-7740 

Motley             
                       Collins Brothers Towing 

Of Motley 

320-257-5525 

 
 

New Brighton           Freeway Towing 

651-633-5525 

                                 Statewide Towing 

651-633-4262 
                         



Member Directory 
 

Oakdale             Twin Cities Transport  

      & Recovery 

651-770-0152 

              Absolute Towing & Recovery 

                                        651-337-2149 
 

Owatonna     Dean’s Westside Service 

507-455-1950 

                       Sweet Towing & Repair 

507-451-3424 
 

Plymouth          Plymouth Automotive 

763-544-3202 

Frankies Towing Co 

763-595-0321 
 

Ramsey                     Bee Line Towing 

763-568-0858 
 

Red Wing                       Midway Auto 

651-388-8296 

                                    Siewerts Garage 

651-388-9163 
 

Rochester                        CSC Towing 

507-289-8344 

          Rochester Towing, LLC 

507-288-7317 

Pulver Towing 

507-282-3851                             

Rogers                          Burdas Towing 

763-428-9911 
 

Sauk Centre         Centre Towing  Inc. 

320-352-1500 
 

Savage                   Allen’s Service Inc. 

952-894-1000 
 

Scanlon                        Blaine Brothers 

218-879-6681 
 

Spring Lake Park    Citywide Service 

763-432-4550 
 

St. Anthony       Twin Cities Transport 

       & Recovery 

                612-789-4245 
 

St. Cloud       Collins Brothers Towing 

          Of St. Cloud, Inc. 

320-257-5525 

Andy’s Towing 

320-251-5691 
 

St. Francis    Ark Towing & Recovery 

763-434-1686 
 

St. Paul 

       Twin Cities Transport & Recovery 

651-642-1446 

The Standard Tow Company 

651-235-5252 
 

Stillwater                 Stillwater Towing 

651-439-5744 

Strandquist                 Nordic Towing 

1-833-667-3421 

Vernon Center   

              Giefer Towing & Service, Inc. 

507-549-3300 
 

Virginia   

          Armory Shell Towing & Service 

218-741-6050 
 

Waseca                   Bocks Service Inc. 

507-835-5407 

                            Tesch Service Center 

507-835-4610 
 

West St Paul 

               Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 

   651-455-2788 

Willmar 

                 Ed’s Service Center & Sales 

   320-235-5945 
 

Winona 

              Borkowski Towing & Salvage 

507-452-9073 
 

Zumbrota      Bergs Towing & Repair 

507-732-5613 
 

IOWA 
Des Moines                 Hanifen Co, Inc 

515-243-3205 
 

Sioux City               Meier Towing Inc 

712-258-0609 
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Bismarck       Berg’s 24 Hour Towing  

701-663-6491 

Grand Forks               Nordic Towing  

1-833-667-3421 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Big Stone                       The Shop, Inc. 

605-862-8215 

Sioux Falls                 Ace Towing Inc. 

605-332-2173 
 

WISCONSIN 
Baldwin       Day & Nite Towing, LLC 

715-684-3359 

Balsam Lake 

                       Lake Services Unlimited 

715-857-5753 

 

 

LaCrosse 

                    Goldbeck Towing Service  

608-781-4869 

Independence  

             Kabus Auto Body & Recovery 

715-985-2252 

Roberts                         Jerry’s Towing 

715-749-4450 
 

Superior                  Lake City Towing 

218-722-7781 

 

ASSOCIATE 
 

Auto & Equipment Sales 

Tom’s Auto Sales 

Ryan Tubbesing  651-482-8795 

Twin Cities Wrecker Sales 

Rod Pellow  651-488-4210 

Zip’s Truck Equipment 

Paul Rottinghaus  1-800-222-6047 
 
 
 
Accountants 

Haworth & Company, Ltd 

Gary Haworth 651-783-5763 

Compliance Management Services 

Midwest Compliance Inc 

Billy Woolsey 320-656-1396 

Financing/Leasing 

Water Street Funding 

Tim Olson 763-742-7898 

Health Insurance 

Health & Life Financial Services 

Kevin Urlaub 763-287-0055 

Insurance 

Midwest Insurance Service 

John Hall 651-439-5939 

Truck Writers, Inc. 

Shawn Sullivan 763-785-0500 

Roadside Assistance 

TowTrax 

Dan Messina 769-774-0340 

Uniforms 

Cintas 

Brad Beyer 763-391-5266 
 

 

 

 



Upcoming Event 

MPTA Board Meeting 
 

October 22, 2019 
 

6:00 pm Dinner 

6:30-8:30 pm Meeting 

 

MPTA Office 

2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN 55117 
 


