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Congratulations to Connor Schmit of
Schmit Towing, Inc. winner of
2021 MPTA Scholarship

Connor, son of Steve and Sue Schmit, is recent graduate
of Marantha Christian Academy.

Connor currently works at Schmit Towing and Door
Dash. Connor’s extra curricular activities included De-
bate Club, founded local Car Club, attended and partici-
pated in many tow shows and participated in 2019
TRAA Legislative Workshop in Washington D.C.

Connor’s future goal is to pursue a career in global busi-
ness and finance, Minoring in Philosophy with the study
abroad program and internships.

Connor plans on using his scholarship money to cover
the cost of books, fees and the study abroad program.

Congratulations Connor Schmit, winning a $500 MPTA
Scholarship.

Best of Luck to you Connor!
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PRESIDENT
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Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery
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DIRECTORS:
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Twin Cities Wrecker Sales
1301 Jackson St
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651-487-2231

VICE - PRESIDENT
Lance Burda
Burdas Towing
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Jay Thompson
Lake City Towing
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Lonnie Krackow
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Randy Thompson
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Feist Automotive
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Joe Lomsdal
Aggressive Towing
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Moorhead, MN 56560
218-287-2344

20-23

Jason Butler

City Line Towing

1305 Litchfield Ave SE
Willmar, MN 56201
320-231-3869
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MPTA contact information:

If you would like to make a

2886 Middle Street
Little Canada, MN 55117

Phone: 651-487-2231
Fax: 651-487-2447

Email: admin@mnprotow.org

contribution to help with the legislative
efforts, please send your donations to:

MPTA
2886 Middle Street
Little Canada, MN 55117
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Message From MPTA President, Ron Gardas Jr.

Hello everyone,

The first Hall of Fame class is one step closer to being set. MPTA received seven very strong Hall of Fame nominations. It’s
going to be a tough vote for the MPTA voting Committee. Want to take time and recognize the seven individuals and their
contributions to the MPTA and our industry!

Dick Pellow- Twin Cities Towing/Twin Cities Wrecker Sales

Dick Pellow was one of the original founders of the Minnesota Professional Towing Association. Dick owned Twin Cities
Towing until 1988, Twin Cities Wrecker sales until 2000, and Twin Cities Salvage until 1994. Dick was the first ever presi-
dent of the MPTA.

Harold Bothman- Harold’s Towing

Harold started Harold’s Towing in 1959 as the company is still running today by Dan Bothman a second- generation opera-
tor. Harold has been part of the MPTA since it started. Harold spent 36 years, some as a captain with the Forest Lake Fire
Dept. Throughout the years, Harold has performed several rescues with his towing knowledge and has built four custom tow
trucks.

Bruce Koehler — Koehler’s Towing
Bruce Koehler was a second-generation tower. He and his brothers took over the family company that started in 1927.
Bruce was one of the original founders of the MPTA. Koehler’s was sold in 1983.

Ron Hendricks- Plymouth Village Automotive Repair

Ron Hendricks Started Ron’s Towing in September of 1958. Later in June of 1969, Ron Purchased Plymouth Village Auto-
motive Repair expanding to include towing. In July 1985, Ron passed away and his son Charles Hendricks bought Plymouth
Village Automotive, operating as a repair and towing company ever since. In May of 1997, Charles divided the company into
two entities, one as Plymouth Automotive (Towing company) and Plymouth Village Automotive as an auto repair company.
Ron was one of the first MPTA Board members while organizing many MPTA events, including many of the MPTA Con-
ventions.

Tom Eaton- Eaton’s Service

Eaton’s service started in 1958 with gas stations. Tom, while working for his father, saw that towing was the business plan
of the future and transitioned into Eaton’s towing in 1966. Tom was one of the original founders of the MPTA. Eaton’s tow-
ing sold in 2007

Joe Sroga- Sroga’s Automotive/Star Sapphire Training & Consulting

Joe Sroga was a second-generation tower taking over the family business starting in 1934. Sroga’s Automotive started with a
gas station and transitioned into both towing and repair. Joe was the first Vice President of the MPTA and later the President.
After Sroga’s was sold, Joe started a new life within the towing industry as a world-renowned trainer, including training
many students at MPTA educational training classes.

Ed Borkowski — Borkowski Towing

Ed Borkowski founder/owner of Borkowski Towing in 1966 in Winona, MN with a couple of used trucks as the Green and
White Wreckers are easily identified as “Borkowski Truck”. Being one of the early members of the MPTA, Ed knows the
value of towing companies working together and making accomplishments in the towing industry and the safety of all towing
operators

What happens next:
I, along with MPTA director and legal counsel will randomly select three MPTA members to help in the voting pro-
cess. If the random drawing member chooses not to be involved, we will choose another member.

The voting committee will consist of the President, Executive director, legal counsel, and three
random members.

If a nominated person does not get voted into HOF, they are automatically nominated for the
next year.

Ron Gardas Jr
Vice President - Heavy Operations
President - Minnesota Professional Towing Association
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MPTA Hosts Light Duty Tow School

On Wednesday, May 19", the MPTA supported our towing operators in a light duty tow school for begin-

ners. MPTA board directors taught the early classroom portion of the school with new information and safety sta-
tistics as well as the everyday basics of getting ready for each towers shift. With new towing employees, it all
starts with the basic -essentials. Students were taught everything from size of chains, straps, pressure points, and
even how to better prepare yourself mentally and professionally.

With over 30 students in attendance, MPTA board directors hosted several training sessions featuring basic hook
ups, use of dollies, scales and working load limits and experiencing use of chains and straps getting a feel for what
our industry has to offer. Although the school gives you a great “Hands on” experience, it can only prepare you
for the “real thing!” Teaching student’s the basics and advanced lessons of hooking up from the streets /parking
lots while learning the “Do’s and Do not’s” of our industry.

MPTA Board Directors sponsored the event providing many vehicles and the use of their equipment. The students
did not disappoint. They were promised to get hands on training while getting dirty- just like every MPTA spon-
sored tow school. Every school the MPTA conducts, all of us learn more from the instructors as well as from our
students. Special thanks to Twin Cities Wrecker Sales for donating equipment and Twin Cities Transport & Recov-
ery for the salvaged vehicles and additional equipment. Lastly, A huge shoutout to Western National and Corpo-
rate Four, for providing breakfast and lunch.

Thank you to the MPTA Board Directors for their time and knowledge and the Gardas family for allowing us to
use their facility. Together we continue to support our industry but more importantly, our professionalism. I would
say when one looks at the time, money and personal commitment, at the end of the day, it’s all well worth it!

Hope to see you or your employees at the next MPTA endorsed tow school!
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Towing Museum and HAAS Alert Partner in Safety Campaign

HAAS Alert and the International Towing Museum are partnering to protect tow fleets from struck-by fatalities
through the #nomorenamesonthewall tow operator safety campaign.

Safety Cloud by HAAS Alert prevents collisions by digitally alerting drivers of critical roadway infor-

mation. Safety Cloud is a digital warning system for road safety. When emergency fleets activate their lights, Safe-
ty Cloud automatically delivers real-time notifications to approaching drivers before they encounter response per-
sonnel in or near the roadway. These alerts are received by nearby motorists through navigation apps that provide
drivers time to slow down and move over.

Now, HAAS Alert is donating a portion of proceeds from every tow fleet Safety Cloud activation to the Survivor
Fund, and $10 for every tow fleet that participates in a Safety Cloud demo.

TOWING MUSEUM

#NOMORENAMESONTHEWALL

e
T SAFETY
TN o v o @ CLOUD®

a0

INTERNATIONAL TOWING AND RECOVERY MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR

Want to check out the Museum but can’t make it in person? For a $10 donation you can now enjoy a full virtual tour
of the Towing Museum. Once purchased, you will be able to click through each hall, hop into some of the trucks and
learn more about the exhibits. Check out the virtual tour demo below to see how the full tour will work! Once you
check out you will receive an on-screen confirmation with link along with the link sent over via email.
www.internationaltowingmuseum.org/virtual-tour/
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EXCLUSIVELY CUSTOM BUILT & INSTALLED AT

TWIN CITIES
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2-Day Advanced Light Duty Tow Truck Operator

Two Day Hands-On Training Class - September 14th & 15th, 2021
Held at “Together Place Church” - 3860 Flowerfield Road, Blaine, MN 55014

This two day course will focus on the advanced towing and recovery including basic/advanced hook-ups and
roll-overs/embankments with hands-on training instructed by Ron Feist, Ron Gardas Jr. and the Minnesota
Professional Towing Association Board of Directors.

Please send completed form to:

MPTA

2886 Middle Street

Little Canada, MN 55117
Phone: 651-487-2231
Fax:  651-487-2447

Hands-0On Training
Members: $350.00 per student
Non-members: $450.00 per student

e Minimum of 15 participants
to hold class

e Cancellation Policy - credit
only for future schools

Country Inn & Suites

5995 Rice Creek Pkwy |
: Shoreview, MN 55126 :
P 651-784-6000

September 14, 2021 Agenda

7:30am Registration
8:00am to 5:00pm Classroom &
Hands-on Training

e Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

e A pair of gloves and work clothes will be
needed, expect to get dirty.

September 15, 2021 Agenda

8:00am to 4:00pm Classroom &
Hands-on Training

Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

A pair of gloves, a mask and work clothes
will be needed, expect to get dirty.

***All Participants will receive MPTA Certification Of Attendance***

Registration Form

Business Name

Member #:

Address

Phone

Name of Student (s):

Total $

Method of Payment: [ | piscover [ | MasterCard ] Visa

Credit Card #

Grand Total
D Check

Signature

Exp. Date:

CVS Code
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Basic Heavy Duty Tow Truck Operator

One Day Hands-On Training Class

Wednesday, September 28, 2021
Held at “Together Place Church”
3860 Flowerfield Road
Blaine, MN 55014

The one day course will focus on the basics of everyday towing of heavy duty
equipment with hands-on training instructed by the Minnesota Professional Towing
Association Board of Directors, Jay Thompson and Ron Gardas Jr.

Wednesday, September 28, 2021 Agenda

7:30am Registration
8:00am to 4:30pm Classroom and Extensive Hands-On Training

e Breakfast and lunch will be provided.
e A pair of gloves and work clothes will be needed, expect to get dirty.

Please send completed form to: ***4[l Participants will receive MPTA Certification of Attendance***
MPTA . :
2886 Middle Street Registration Form

Little Canada, MN 55117
Phone: 651-487-2231

Fax:  651-487-2447 Business Name Member#:
Address
Hands-On Training: Phone

Members: $320.00 per student
Non-members: $420.00 per student  Name of Student (s): S
' ota

e Minimum of 15 participants
to hold class

e Cancellation Policy - credit
only for future schools

: Country Inn & Suites i Grand Total

5995 Rice Creek Pkwy :  Method of Payment: [ 1 biscover [_] Mastercard [ | visa [ ] check
: Shoreview, MN 55126 :

651-784-6000 Credit Card # CvSCode

Name on Card

- . Exp. Date:
e ererasrererasreraranrararannaras :  Address for Card

(including City, State & Zip)
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The Schafer’s are Celebrating

1 00 Years of Towing

uﬂt
i miP

Door Prizes
and Giveaways!

Food and beverages
will be provided.

The DJ starts at 8:00 p.m.
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August 28th, 2021
Noon until 11:00 p.m.

Event will be held at
6077 Rome Circle NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Join us for
recovery demonstrations
and truck show.




REF #: 04-21-07

/ AWDIREC T) 800-222-6047

Just a click away.
Zips.com

NEW Zip's :
¢ Towing Straps
Tow Winch Lines Emergency & - LOGO
Lights &Hardware  Warning Lighting
Purchase &
personalize
your apparel

| SAVE BIG
sl || on NEW Zip’s

' .&&'f—« Roundslings

Hi-Vis Gear

Rigging &
Recovery
Supplies

We build trucks, too!

Besides distribution, our company also

builds light, medium and heavy duty ' s P
wreckers, industrial carriers ‘ Brian McDermott Scott Sinclair

&% C:612-209-1366 = =% C:612-209-1545

and service trucks. ‘ Naadl 3 Ry - brian@zips.com [ E: scott@zips.com




Why Take Chances?

By Randall C. Resch

Let’s talk common sense, shall we? Some towers have it ... some don’t. Towers openly comment what they think
about highway safety where I see a mental disconnect between highway safety versus risk and on-the-job dangers.

A seasoned tower commented: "I guess the whole flirting with danger is part of the job I like best." When new
towers read a comment like this, how do they develop a sense of “reality” toward safety and operator survival?

Although towing and recovery is exciting, it’s far different than working nine-to-five at Office Depot, and so are
the inherent risks.

When Ernest Holmes rolled-out his first wrecker a hundred plus years ago, do you think wrecker operators (then)
were concerned about high-speed highways and industry dangers?

My guess is “No.” Back then there was no concept that operator safety would become a major industry factor. Fast
forward to present day; the industry has become a slaughterhouse for tow operators.

Having been struck by a motorist on a CHP recovery, I've spent much of my career teaching operator safety. From
my experience, I've learned that "Pain is a powerful motivator," and that flirting with an untimely demise is back-
wards thinking.

Towers complain that a big percentage of today’s motorists don’t know move-over laws exist, yet most states have
had move-over laws for years. California’s SDMO law, written in 2007, is a sad reality that confirms SDMO laws
don’t work.

Since 1997, tow operator fatalities have seen a dramatic rise in operator deaths. In 2011, the onset of modernized
cellphones and DUI related incidents saw an explosion of highway-related distracted driving crashes accounting
for substantial increases in operator fatalities.

Because we towers are men and women of action, perhaps it’s our DNA that bestowed us misguided superpowers?
I’m personally not capable of jumping out of the way of an at-speed vehicle nor are you.

Maybe I'm just another old fool who should mind my own business, but I believe towers should be a might fearful
as to their own survival every time they go boots to the ground.

There are towers that claim they were hit, or almost hit, working the white-line side and openly brag about it. That
marginal "brush with death" was heaven’s grace sending a wakeup message to get off the white-line.

Another tower said to me (with excitement) "I get a rush loading cars on the fast lane’s shoulder, especially when
their flyin’ by two-feet away causing my pant legs to rustle in the wind." To that I’ll say ... I'm afraid for you.

So, if we’re supposed to be keepers’ of our own destinies, which side are you on? It takes a phenomenal safety
mindset to survive the rigors and risks of our work. Towers’ should understand this industry is inherently danger-
ous. In that, my work has made it clear that, in this industry, there's more macho than there is common sense.
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Member Directory

Aitkin Dennis’ Towing
320-684-2825
Albert Lea T&W Towing LLC
507-402-9829
Alexandria Dans Diesel Inc
320-762-7218
Anoka North Star Towing

763-427-4160

Apple Valley Dick’s Valley Service
952-432-2848

Big Lake Bob’s Towing & Recovery
763-262-8697

Blackduck Bogart’s Towing
218-835-4548
Blaine Twin Cities Transport

& Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
Dan’s Complete Auto Care
763-784-8668
Frovik’s Towing
763-786-9220
Citywide Service Corp
763-786-9020

Blooming Prairie
Darrick’s Preferred Auto
507-583-9994

Bloomington

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-831-8833

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World

West Bloomington

952-881-1024

Chief’s Towing, Inc.

052-888-2201

Brooklyn Park
Citywide Service
763-424-4900
Brainerd Collins Brothers

Towing Of St. Cloud,
218-822-5525
Captain Towing
952-856-2901
Siewert’s Towing
507-263-4791

Blaine Brothers
320-558-9966
Collins Brothers Towing & Repair
320-257-5525

Burnsville

Cannon Falls

Clearwater

Columbia Heights
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-944-1690

Coon Rapids  Highway 10 Towing
763-757-6789
Corky’s Towing

612-919-1106

Crystal North Suburban Towing
763-535-2201
Schmit Towing

763-253-1568

North Suburban Towing
763-428-8940
Dukes Towing
218-722-8885

Get Hooked Towing
218-461-1234
Mark’s Towing
651-454-1533
Magnum Towing
651-423-7201
Schmit Towing
763-253-1568

Dayton

Duluth

Eagan

East Bethel

Eden Prairie
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-944-1690

Eden Valley Jack’s Towing
320-453-6560
Elk River  Collins Brothers Towing

763-241-9177

Williams Towing
952-446-9650

Glenn’s Service LLC
507-334-4202

Beyer Towing
218-205-6137

Dan’s Towing
654-464-5551

Twin Cities Transport &

Recovery, Inc
651-642-1446

Feist Automotive
763-544-5512

MN Towing and Repair
612-326-6687

Excelsior
Faribault
Fergus Falls

Forest Lake

Golden Valley

Hamel

Inver Grove Heights
South East Towing
651-451-9721

Ironton  AutoSmith Service Group
1-218-545-5715
Lafayette Five Star Towing

507-843-2677
Lakeville Marek’s Towing & Repair
952-469-3182

Little Falls  Collins Brother Towing
Of Little Falls
320-257-5525
Loretto Burdas Towing
320-257-5525
Mankato Affordable Towing

507-388-8697

Marshall
Pulver Towing
507-828-5720
Medina Kelly’s Wrecker Services
763-473-0558
Minneapolis Blaine Brothers

763-780-5130

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
West Minneapolis
612-377-4743

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
Downtown Minneapolis
612-333-8900

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
South Minneapolis
612-861-6133

Miller Towing

612-827-5591

Schmit Towing
763-253-1568

Minnetonka Kustom Karriers
952-938-4680
Monticello Burdas Towing
320-257-5525
Moorhead

Aggressive Towing & Recovery
218-287-2344
Ed’s Towing Service
218-233-7740

Motley
Collins Brothers Towing
Of Motley
320-257-5525
Freeway Towing
651-633-5525
Statewide Towing
651-633-4262

New Brighton

Newport
Absolute Towing & Recovery
651-337-2149
Oakdale Twin Cities Transport
& Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
Dean’s Westside Service
507-455-1950
Sweet Towing & Repair
507-451-3424

Owatonna




Member Directory

Paynesville
Collins Brothers Towing & Repair
320-257-5525
Plymouth Automotive
763-544-3202
Frankies Towing Co
763-595-0321
Nicety Towing
763-245-2619
Midway Auto
651-388-8296
Siewerts Garage
651-388-9163

CSC Towing
507-289-8344
Rochester Towing, LLC
507-288-7317

Pulver Towing
507-282-3851

Burdas Towing
763-428-9911

Centre Towing Inc.
320-352-1500
Allen’s Service Inc.
952-894-1000
Blaine Brothers
218-879-6681
Spring Lake Park Citywide Service
763-432-4550

Plymouth

Ramsey

Red Wing

Rochester

Rogers
Sauk Centre
Savage

Scanlon

Spring Valley
Southland Auto & Diesel
507-724-8778
St. Anthony  Twin Cities Transport
& Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
St. Cloud  Collins Brothers Towing

Of St. Cloud, Inc.
320-257-5525
Andy’s Towing
320-251-5691

St. Francis Ark Towing & Recovery
763-434-1686
St. Paul
Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
Stillwater Stillwater Towing
651-439-5744
Strandquist Nordic Towing
1-833-667-3421
Sunburg Dans Diesel Inc
320-264-5852
Vadnais Heights

Toufong Towing & Autobody, Inc.
651-770-0403

Vernon Center
Giefer Towing & Service, Inc.
507-549-3300
Virginia
Armory Shell Towing & Service
218-741-6050

Waseca Bocks Service Inc.
507-835-5407
Tesch Service Center
507-835-4610
West St Paul

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
651-455-2788

White Bear Lake

Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446

Willmar
City Line Towing
320-231-3869
Dans Diesel Inc
320-995-6108
Ed’s Service Center & Sales
320-235-5945

Winona

Borkowski Towing & Salvage
507-452-9073

Zumbrota  Bergs Towing & Repair
507-732-5613

IOWA
Des Moines Hanifen Co, Inc
515-243-3205
Sioux City Meier Towing Inc

712-258-0609
NORTH DAKOTA

Bismarck  Berg’s 24 Hour Towing
701-663-6491
Grand Forks Nordic Towing
1-833-667-3421

SOUTH DAKOTA
Big Stone The Shop, Inc.

605-862-8215
Ace Towing Inc.
605-332-2173

WISCONSIN
Day & Nite Towing, LLC
715-684-3359

Sioux Falls

Baldwin

Balsam Lake
Lake Services Unlimited
715-857-5753

LaCrosse
Goldbeck Towing Service
608-781-4869
Independence
Kabus Auto Body & Recovery
715-985-2252

Roberts Jerry’s Towing
715-749-4450
Superior Lake City Towing

218-722-7781

ASSOCIATE

Auto & Equipment Sales
Twin Cities Wrecker Sales
Rod Pellow 651-488-4210
Worldwide Equipment Sales
Jeff Irr 815-725-4400
Zip’s Truck Equipment
Paul Rottinghaus 1-800-222-6047

Health Insurance
Health & Life Financial Services
Kevin Urlaub 763-287-0055
Impound Services
elmpound
John Haliburton 218-461-1234
Insurance
Insuring Minnesota
Rick McIntosh 952-469-0425
Midwest Insurance Service
John Hall 651-439-5939
Prime Insurance
Glenn Lukacs 801-304-3776
Roadside Assistance
TowTrax

Dan Messina 769-774-0340
Safety Alerts
HAAS Alert

Noah Levens 833-433-4227

Uniforms

Cintas Brad Beyer 763-391-5266




UPCOMING EVENTS

: Pulver Towing 100 Year :
: Anniversary Celebration :

August 28, 2021
Noon - 11:00pm
Rochester, MN

**see flyer on pages 10 & 11**

: 2-Day Advanced Light

Duty Tow School

: September 14 & 15, 2021 |

7:30 am - 5:00pm

Held at “Together Place

Church”

**see registration form on
page 8**

Basic Heavy Duty
Tow School

September 28, 2021
7:30 am - 4:30pm

Held at “Together Place

Church”

**see registration form on
page 9**

MPTA Board Meeting

August 31, 2021
6:00pm

MPTA Oftice
2886 Middle Street
Little Canada, MN

i Tth Annual Central Tow :

:  Truck Drivers Slow

Down/Move Over
Campaign

September 21, 2021
Willmar, MN

s RS AN AR EEE AN AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

. MPTA Annual Meeting/
: Hall of Fame Induction :
' Ceremony :

September 28, 2021

Place & Time TBD



