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DIRECTORS:

Jenn Pearson
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651-488-4210

22’25

Noah Kreitinger
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LOBBYIST
Rob Leighton

Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lance Klatt
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Little Canada, MN 55117
651-487-2231

VICE - PRESIDENT
Lance Burda

Burdas Towing

PO Box 249

Rogers, MN 55374
763-428-9911
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Jay Thompson
Lake City Towing
2904 Winter Street
Superior, WI 54880
218-722-7781
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Lonnie Krackow

Borkowski Towing & Salvage
PO Box 868

Winona, MN 55987
507-452-9073

22205

LEGAL COUNSEL

Randy Thompson

Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton
952-405-7171

OFFICE STAFF

Nikki Steger

2886 Middle Street

Little Canada, MN 55117
651-487-2231

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Ron Feist

Feist Automotive

1875 N. Lilac Dr.

Golden Valley, MN 55422
763-544-5512
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Joe Lomsdal
Aggressive Towing
2636 16th Ave So
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-287-2344

23-°26

Chris Frovik

Frovik’s Towing
14835 Aberdeen St NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304
763-786-9220
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MPTA contact information:

If you would like to make a

contribution to help with the legislative

2886 Middle Street - )
Little Canada, MN 55117 efforts, please send your donations to:
Phone: 651-487-2231 MPTA
Fax: 651-487-2447 2886 Middle Street
Little Canada, MN 55117

Email: admin@mnprotow.org
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Message From MPTA President, Ron Gardas Jr.
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Well, just like every year the “training months” of the fall were a whirlwind. In mid-September the
MPTA hosted a two-day advanced light duty training class. Pushing the limits in the two-day advanced
training class is what the students received. Pushing the limits of what people thought they could do with
a light duty wrecker and a flatbed. The students were taught about snatch blocks, rigging, incident man-
agement and more. As always, we talked about professionalism and what that means in our indus-

try. MPTA is also hosting its “Introduction to Heavy Duty” training class on October 17th. Much like the
name describing this as a basic class. In this training session, students learned how to tow a truck from
point A to B understanding “T-bolts”, air systems, and hook ups.

Following the first day of the Advanced Light Duty class was our annual meeting and 3rd annual Hall of
Fame Ceremony. The Hall of Fame Ceremony is very personal to me as this is my favorite event of the
year, am most proud of and a huge success. The Annual MPTA Hall of Fame is an opportunity to remem-
ber and honor generations of towers and those in the industry paving the way for the present generation
and generations to come. This year, the MPTA inducted three wonderful, deserving, quality individuals-
Edward Borkowski, Harold Bothman, and Tom Eaton. MPTA 1is accepting applications for nominations
for next year’s Hall of Fame enshrinement and hope to see you at next year’s Ceremony!

Once again, the MPTA Annual picnic hosted at Elko Speedway was very impressive with over 250
MPTA members and guests in attendance! Congratulations, to Karra Kreminski winning MPTA’s Specta-
tor Drags! Fun had by everyone while promoting safety and industry support to the entire crowd at Elko
Speedway. Thank you to all our sponsors supporting our great annual picnic!

Ron Gardas Jr

President - Minnesota Professional Towing Association
Vice President - Heavy Operations

Twin Cities Transport & Recovery
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'MPTA Hosts Annual Meeting and
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

On Tuesday September 12", the MPTA hosted their Annual Meeting and annual Hall of Fame
Inductee Ceremony at Trappers Bar & Grill recognizing three individuals with substantial contri-
butions to the towing and recovery industry. As always, the Annual Meeting is a great opportuni-
ty for towing members to share thoughts about the upcoming year. Items discussed were legal
and legislative issues, education and continuing how to help our towing industry be the best it
can be.

This year was the eighth year MPTA members casted their votes by a mailing in their votes.
There were four very respective towing members/ operators on the ballot. The unfortunate situa-
tion, we can only allow three to be voted in. The three board of Directors voted on the board of
directors are Joe Lomsdal of Aggressive Towing & Recovery, Ron Feist of Feist Automotive,
and Chris Frovik of Frovik Towing & Recovery. I encourage every MPTA member in the future
to attend our Annual Meeting, as this is your meeting.

MPTA realizing it is time to display the roots of our membership and profession, each
year three nominees making a difference in our industry and the MPTA are enshrined into
the MPTA Hall of Fame. Each August/September a new class is inducted into the MPTA
Hall of Fame.

Congratulations to the class of 2023! Harold Bothman; Harold’s Auto Repair & Towi
Edward Borkowski; Borkowski Towing and Salvage, Plymouth Automotive, an
Eaton; Eaton’s Towing.

What a great evening topped by a great group of attendees making a very
even better! Hope to see you at next year's Annual meeting/HOF Indu
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Ron Gardas Jr. & Ed Borkowski

Ron Gardas Jr. & Dan Bothman (accepting for Harold Bothman)

MPTA Newsbreak ~ October 2023



MINNEGNTA™Y 2023 Hall Of Fame Inductee

A EERVENENwS RS B AR
Professional Towing Association

Harold Bothman

Harold, born to William and Edith Bothman on December26, 1926
in the small town of Plummer Minnesota. Thief River Falls may be
the home of Artic Cat Snowmobiles, but to Harold it was a birth-
place and a place of work. Working on the family farm, as most
know, the life of a farmer is embedded in a person’s DNA. Rain or
sick days do not exist... Cows do not milk themselves, do not’ feed
themselves, being a farmer, you are married to your job, just like the
towing industry. If you can be a farmer or towing operator, every-
thing else in life is easy.

Harold, now a young 18-year-old living in the height of World War
Two enlisted in the United States Coast Guard stationed in Louisi-
ana, repairing, and maintaining United States Navy warships. While
working on the largest ships the US Navy had to offer, Harold found
his calling.

As World War II ended, Harold went back to what he knew, milking cows, cutting hay, and looking after livestock
back in Minnesota. NO Stranger to hard work and knowledge of vehicles, Harold wrenched for a local Implement /
Ford dealer, Baltas Ford. In the next couple of years, Baltes Ford expanded operations in Moorhead, Little Falls,
and Forest Lake. Harold used this opportunity relocating to Little Falls then Forest Lake.

Baltes Ford was on the corner of 11" St. and Hwy 61 in Forest Lake, focusing his skills, liking the automotive side
of the business. Soon after, with Harold’s skills and work ethic, Baltes Ford sent Harold to Detroit Michigan for
training at the Ford Plant.

Being the young kid in the shop, Harold was the first one to get the less desirable jobs. Towing was one of those
less desirable jobs. Harold could never have guessed the job he was given out of default and necessity, because no
one else wanted it, would bring him so much prosperity in life.
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In 1959, Harold decided if he wanted to be happy and have a life of his own, he needed to own his own busi-

ness. Soon after leaving Baltes Ford, Harold established Harolds Auto Repair and Harold’s Towing in a single stall
garage on the corner of 4™ and Broadway in Forest Lake. Knowing the need for tow trucks out of necessity, was a
hook to get cars into the repair shop. Without endless funds like other established companies, Harold needed to
build his tow trucks- building many including his pride and joy. A ford F-750 with a Holmes W35. No one really
knows where he got it, but it did not matter

Community was huge with Harold. He got a call one day to use his Holmes wrecker to lift a tank into the back of a
pickup. In talked to the man, Forest Lake Fire Department needed help. Harold stepped up. He ended up giving the
Fire Department 36 years of service, rising to the rank of assistant chief. Harold was also active in Ducks Unlim-
ited, a member of the Forest Lake Sportsmen’s Club and supported local animal rescue groups.

Harold eventually sold Harolds Towing in 1985 to Columbus Auto and Truck while maintaining Harold’s Auto
Repair. Was not long, Harold’s son, Dan started Dan’s Towing. Harold eventually showed up at Dans towing eve-
ry day. Asking Dan if there was ever any awkwardness because the name on the door was now Dan’s towing in-
stead of Harold’s Towing? Dan said never, not once. Dan and Harold went to breakfast every single day at Perkins
for 25 years, Harold mentoring Dan about family, life, and the towing business. Harold just could not stay away
from the industry. Orman Anafarta who owned Harold’s Towing from 1997 to 2018 said that it was funny seeing
Harold on calls even though he, Orman, owned Harolds Towing, and Harold was one of the hardest working indi-
viduals he had ever seen. Even though competitors, Orman said that he had profound respect for Harold. Joe Sro-
ga, who worked for Dans towing said you could not get Harold away from action.

A claim backed up by numerous drivers over the years. When a heavy-duty driver pulled out of the garage, no mat-
ter the time of day or night Harold came running out of the house asking where they were going. If they said they
were going on a wreck or a winch or something he would say, I will get dressed-will be back out in 5 minutes.
Many even said Harold would get mad if he did not go or if you did not ask him. Harold was out on a wreck less
than 2 weeks before he passed away.

Harold passed away unexpectedly in his home on December 11", 2015, just 16 days shy of his 89™ birthday.
Harold was married twice with six children. Linda, Debby, Ron, Bill, Terry, and Dan. He had grandchildren and

great- grandchildren. His no nonsense, all work all the time attitude was lost on them. To them he was kind, fun,
light-hearted, and had the biggest heart.

MPTA Newsbreak ~ October 2023 7
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Tom Eaton

Thomas Raymond Eaton was born on April 5" 1945, in Sioux
City, lowa to Bud and Shirley Eaton. Tom, the only son in a
family with three sisters.

In 1950 Bud and Sherly packed up the family moving to South
Minneapolis. It was here at their South Minneapolis home
Tom’s father Bud opened his first repair shop. While Bud was
working nights at Great Northern, Bud also worked days fixing
cars which Tom also loved to be a part of. Even at a young age
Tom enjoyed fixing cars not for a paycheck but because he
loved it.

Tom, always tinkering and seeing how he could make something better. Tom at age 13, liked drag racing. Like
most of us, Eaton’s didn’t have an open checkbook. They took what they had. A 6-cylinder engine. But this was
not an ordinary 6- cylinder. This thing was bad, this thing had horsepower.

Shirley was a nurse knowing the danger affiliated with drag racing. Either way, they got it. At age of 13, Tom
talked his mother into signing the release letting him drive and the Eaton’s were drag racing. The Eaton’s raced 3
days a week, winning more races than they ever lost.

One can never question Tom’s dedication spending most of his time in the garage working on his goals. At the age
of 13, the sacrifices of not going to a friend’s birthday party or swimming at the lake all the childhood moments he
missed at the time, but it was that drive, passion, and sacrifice Tom used for the building blocks of his company
and for the rest of his life.

Being in the shop, Tom learned more about life than just how to turn a wrench. While in High School, Tom started
working at a local Texaco station- befriending a guy by the name of Ricky. While working, the two of them start-
ed talking about common events as Ricky said, “Geez why don’t you come over and I’ll introduce you to my sister
-in-law”. Thinking this was a true set up Tom said, “I have stuff to do.” Ricky wearing Tom down talking Tom
into coming over to the house. Tom said he remembers the exact day, where he was in the basement, he remem-
bers when Marie walked down the steps, he remembers the one word he said, “WOW.” Tom said within a half
hour he went over and talked to her. Shortly after, he came up with the most 60’s pick-up line. “Do you want to go
to the A&W for some root beer?” Luckily, she said yes, and in 1965 Tom and Marie married, raising three chil-
dren. Michael, Jill, and Mark
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In 1966 when Tom was only 20 years old, his and his father Bud together building a foundation of not only their
lives but the lives of their family owning and operating an Eaton’s Full-Service Texaco. Pumping gas, fixing cars,
so towing came naturally. The only problem is, Eaton’s didn’t have a tow truck. Tom found a 1947 Chevrolet
with a Holmes 515 wrecker on the back. That was the work horse. Shortly after, Tom needed a plow truck- setting
his sights on an old dodge. Right after buying the plow truck, Tom, loving to tinker with things, outfitted it with a
Holmes 440. Eaton’s Texaco was in perfect position to capitalize on the population boom of Brooklyn Park. In
1960 the population of Brooklyn Park was a little over 10,000 people. In 1970 the population boomed to 26,500
people. With that type of growth, Auto dealerships, body shops, and repair shops popped up on every cor-

ner. Even the city didn’t have enough infrastructure to handle the expansion as the city didn’t even have their own
city garage. Eaton’s answered the call providing a service to their community. Eaton’s was expanding so fast they
opened another Texaco station in Burnsville, then another in Lakeville.

In 1970 Texaco left the Minnesota market. At that time leasee dealers had no rights- no first right of refusal when
the oil companies sold property or closed the site. All the hard work and energy Tom, Bud and the Eaton family
put into building their business and brand was stripped away when Texaco pulled out of the Minnesota mar-

ket. Tom and his family closed the Burnsville and Lakeville stations moving to the Brooklyn Park operation into
Bud and Shirley’s house.

With the repair part of the business closing, Tom and the family changed gears, focusing on dealership towing, and
police towing. Picking up local contracts, the City of Brooklyn Park, Osseo, Maple Grove, Corcoran, Rogers, State
Patrol, and Hennepin County Sheriff. In addition, The Eaton’s teamed up with Iten Chevrolet and left the tow
trucks in their lot and used Osseo Auto Body for an impound lot. Tom joked that they never had an overnight dis-
patcher. He said his mother Sherly would answer at night then after her Marie stepped into that roll. “Those poor
women” he laughed.

The gas crunch during President Jimmy Carter’s Term were gone at the start of the new decade. Reagan took the
president’s office and with that a new era of prosperity started. The Eaton’s bought the lot next to the sherift’s of-
fice building a new state of the art towing facility.

It was this willingness to help other companies and the ability to work together as a team that made Tom the per-
fect person to talk to about the idea of a towing association. Tom says that he remembers Dick Pellow, Morrie
Golden, and Bruce Kohler coming to him talking about this idea. He was on board right away. Tom said that he
was one of the first ones to donate $2,500 to get the association off the ground.

I’m sure Tom didn’t know then, or maybe even now, the gravity of that day. How much that check of twenty- five
hundred dollars was. Because of that check and his vision of working together, hundreds of companies have bene-
fited from his contributions. Thousands of towers have been trained and been given guidance because of Tom’s
vision. Without Toms contributions the Minnesota Towing community wouldn’t be what it is today!
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Edward Borkowski

Edward Borkowski was born on July 8™ 1932, as the middle child
to Leo and May Borkowski of Winona, Minnesota. While growing
up, usually at a young age, little boys get hooked by cars. They
love them, the way they look, the way they sound, and even the
color of the paint. Ed on the other hand was actually hooked by a
car. While sledding down the hill in Winona at the age of six, was
hit by a car so badly sending Ed to the hospital for multiple

days. Because of this injury Ed did not follow his older brothers I
into the service deemed to not be fit for the draft.
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While at the young age of thirteen Edward Borkowski, no longer a
child was forced into adulthood when his father died of a heart
attack dropping out of school to help his mother and his

family. Working at the local Studebaker dealership in Winona, Ed did every-
thing a thirteen-year-old should do. Take out the trash, sweep the floor, or

. ; e A Y ).
even drive customer cars 120 miles to the Twin Cities! .‘;w - ,
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Back when Drive-inns were the local hang out, going to the drive-inn was ﬁ i } [ /S
a must. Not because of the food or the movie, was about a beautiful blonde \ '

girl by the name of JoAnn Anderson. Ed and JoAnn started dating. A few
years later, Ed and JoAnn married on June 27" 1954, blessed with five
children, Doug, Debra, Robert, Karen, and Sandy.

Ed and JoAnn settled on his family estate in Goodview building a house next
door to his childhood home across the street from his uncles and

other family relatives- the whole block was full of Borkowski’s. Ed,

working a full-time job as a machinist, repairing cars and farm

implements in the driveway at home after hours for extra money.

The repair part of his day started to take off a little, so Ed wanted to try to
make a full-time job out of it. Ed went to his older brother for a little
guidance. His brother came back with “you’ll never make it.” Ed, using his
brother’s negative comments fueling his drive.

In 1966 the city of Winona came to Ed as the towing company the city was using was unreliable. Knowing Ed had
a tow truck for picking up cars for repair, the city asked Ed if he was interested in assisting the city. Knowing if he
was going to do this, Ed knew he needed more trucks. Ed buying out a local tower Len Merkawitz of Merks tow-
ing now had the opportunity fulfilling the city’s needs. Ed was still employed as a machinist for Badger Machine
fabricating parts for backhoes would back his truck in next to the window he was working, fabricating axles for
dollies then throwing them out the window. No one was ever the wiser.

By the late sixties Ed left his machinist job starting Borkowski Salvage. The towing and salvage companies ended
up complementing one another seamlessly. Ed’s true passion was not at the salvage company or repairing cars but
in the towing industry. Ed had a calling for the big trucks, especially starting with shop-built wreckers. A single
axle 4300 International with a pole boom. Soon after, Ed updated to a newer, larger, tandem axle Holmes 750. Ed
drove the largest trucks, always driving truck number forty.
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After the Holmes 750, Borkowski’s updated to their new flagship truck-one of the first Holmes 1801’s in the Unit-
ed States as this truck was Ed’s pride and joy. Whenever that green wrecker pulled up it did not even need to have

a name on the door, everyone knew it was a Borkowski wrecker. Truck forty was also the last new heavy wrecker
Ed drove.

Ed has never taken a day off-of work, if he is not at the office, he is always checking in on what everyone is doing.
Ed has never been on an airplane thinking “if he was up in the air and the engine stops running, he can’t get out
and work on it.” Ed, still to this day has his own one-ton wrecker, answers the phone. Ed’s hobby is working,
someone asked him once if he has a car collection or something. Ed said yes, “I’ve got a few hundred cars.” The
person said, “you have a few hundred collector cars?” Ed said “no, in the salvage yard- If I can’t make any money
with it- I don’t want it.”

Ed was one of the early members of the Minnesota Professional Towing Association. Ed did not want to be the
President of the association, or an officer and did not want to be in the spotlight. Ed simply knew, moving the tow-
ing industry forward, towing operators would have to work together. Ed used this approach numerous times
throughout his career. It was on Christmas Day Ed heard a call on the scanner for a man from out of state wanting
to do a welfare check on his mother. Ed heard the location was close to him jumping in his truck, went to the elder-
ly women’s house. He found the woman in the house using the stove as a heat source because her furnace stopped
working. Ed fixed the women’s furnace and brought her Christmas dinner. He did not do this for any type of
praise. He did it because it was the right thing to do.

Ed does not do the things that he has done in his life for awards. He does not like to be the center of attention. His
sense of family and community knows no bounds. Ed has pushed through adversity, he has been a staple in
Winona giving guidance to youngsters, placing food on the table providing for his family carving Borkowski’s into
the history books while putting a little change in his pocket. This is the type of person people should strive to be
like- a person we all feel honored to know.
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MPTA Hosts Two-Day Advanced Light Duty Tow School

On September 12" and 13"™ the MPTA supported our towing operators with a 2-day advanced light duty train-
ing class. MPTA board directors Ron Gardas Jr. and Ron Feist taught the early classroom portion of the
school with new information and safety statistics and everyday basics of getting ready for each towing

shift. With an ever-changing industry, it’s always nice to open the classroom up for instruction and FAQ’s.
Students were taught everything from sizes of chains, straps, pressure points, Lever’s, recovery, use of snatch
blocks and even how to better prepare yourself mentally and professionally.

With nearly forty students in attendance, MPTA board directors hosted several hands-on training sessions fea-
turing difficult hook ups, recovery situations, roll-overs, working load limits and experiencing use of chains and
straps getting a feel for what our industry has to offer. Although the school gives you a great “Hands on” expe-
rience, it can only prepare you for the “real thing!” Teaching students the advanced lessons of recovering vehi-
cles in a tough environment while learning the “Do’s and Do not’s” of our industry.
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MPTA Board Directors sponsored the event providing many vehicles and the use of their own equipment. The
students were promised to get hands on training while getting dirty- just like every MPTA training

class. Every training class the MPTA conducts, all of us learn more from the instructors as well as from our
students. Special thanks to Ron Gardas Jr. and Ron Feist for teaching recovery fundamentals in the classroom
as well as Many MPTA Board of Directors assisting in the classroom and recovery sessions. Thank you to
Twin Cities Transport & Recovery for many of the salvaged vehicles.

Shout out to the Gardas family for allowing us to use their rental property, and Western National Insurance
for sponsoring our event! Together we support our industry, but more importantly our professionalism. I
would say when one looks at the time, money, and personal commitment, at the end of the day, it’s all well
worth it!

Hope to see you or your employees at the next MPTA endorsed training class!

WESTERN NATIONAL

INSUR

The relationship company
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Congratulations Karra

Saturday evening filled with much anticipation and fun-filled events the Minnesota Professional Towing Associa-
tion hosted its “Annual Eve of Destruction”! During the spectator drags (or I should say Demolition Derby) MPTA
member Karra Kreminski raced her way through several rounds to the finals! Winning the MPTA spectator drags
isn’t an easy as Karra knows. A few years ago, at the same event, Karra thrilling the crowd winning the MPTA
spectator drags.

To win the MPTA Spectator drags, Karra had to win best tow of three laps/races. Losing the first lap/race, Karra
stole the show winning the last two races empowering her Volvo station wagon to victory lane! Winning a cash
prize of $150 and of course, bragging rights and etching her name into MPTA Eve of Destruction folklore!

Karra wasn’t done after the spectator drags, Elko Speedway asked Karra to participate in the school bus “figure-8
races. After a few laps, Karra was hit from behind the rear axle and flipped. In her own words “What a wild ride
experience. | guess new meaning to -I feel like I got hit by a bus!”

Congratulations to Karra, Matt and the entire Citywide Team!

Thank you to all our Sponsoring Partners for making this year’s
Eve of Destruction a huge success!
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TRAA Partnering with the University of Alabama on Tow Truck
Operator Safety Research

TRAA is proud to announce that we have partnered with the University : e e i
of Alabama on a research project titled "Identifying Elements for Success- THE UNIVERSITY OF
ful Near-Miss Reporting System". Our goal is to recognize the challenges, A L A B AM A
barriers, and opportunities for developing a fully adopted near-miss inci-

dent reporting system for all roadside responders.

TRAA's commitment to the project includes serving on the Project Expert Panel, circulating survey invitations,
and helping coordinate interviews with a focus group of select towing companies. The existing Towing Traffic In-
cident Reporting System (TTIRS) created by the Statewide Towing Association (STA) of Massachusetts is also be-
ing reviewed as part of the project.

This important research is grant funded by the AAA Foundation for @7
Traffic Safety. ’

FOUNDATION FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY

Source: TRAA. For more information on TRAA; visit www.traaonline.com

DOT ISSUED FINAL RULE ON ORAL FLUID
TESTING FOR DRUGS

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) recently issued its final ruling that
among other items, authorizes employers to use oral fluid drug testing as an
alternative testing methodology to urine drug testing (49 CFR part 40).

In order for an employer to implement oral fluid testing under the Department's
regulation, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will need
to certify at least two laboratories for oral fluid testing, which has not yet been
done.

The final rule includes other provisions to update the Department's regulation and to harmonize, as needed, with
the Mandatory Guidelines for Federal Workplace Drug Testing Programs using Oral Fluid established by HHS.

In addition, this rule amends the FAA, FMCSA, FRA and FTA regulations to ensure consistency within the De-
partment of Transportation and by removing or adjusting references to the word "urine" and /or add references to
oral fluid, as well as, removing or amending some definitions for conformity and to make other miscellaneous
technical changes or corrections.
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m DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND INDUSTRY

For immediate release

Aug. 23,2023

MINIMUM-WAGE RATES ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION
AS OF JAN. 1, 2024

Minnesota's minimum-wage rates will be adjusted for inflation on Jan. 1, 2024, to $10.85 an hour for large em-
ployers and $8.85 an hour for other state minimum wages.

"Increasing minimum-wage rates gives the lowest-wage workers in Minnesota more earning power as they work
hard to support themselves and their families," said Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry Commissioner
Nicole Blissenbach.

The current large-employer minimum wage, $10.59, will increase by twenty-six cents to $10.85. Other state mini-
mum wages, including the small-employer, youth and training wages, as well as the summer work travel exchange
visitor program wage, which are all currently $8.63, will increase by twenty-two cents to $8.85. These increases
are both 2.5%.

As of Jan. 1, 2024:

Large employers -- with annual gross revenues of at least $500,000 -- must pay at least $10.85 an hour.
Small employers -- with annual gross revenues less than $500,000 -- must pay at least $8.85 an hour.

The training wage rate, $8.85 an hour, may be paid to employees younger than 20 years of age for the first 90
consecutive days of employment.

The youth wage rate, $8.85 an hour, may be paid to employees younger than 18 years of age.

These state minimum-wage rates will not apply to work performed in the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, which
have higher minimum-wage rates.

Minimum wage posters will be available this fall

Minnesota law requires employers to display five state-mandated posters in a location where employees can easily

see them. The new minimum-wage poster will be available for download this fall.

Emplovee notice updates may be required

As part of Minnesota's employee notice requirement, employers are required to provide each employee with a written

notice of any change before the change takes effect, including a change to the employee's rate of pay. Learn more

about the employee wage notice requirement.

Media contact: James Honerman at 651-284-5313 or james.honerman(@state.mn.us.
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MPTA Members Invade Elko Speedway!
“Once again the MPTA’s Eve of Destruction didn’t disappoint”

This past September marked the ninth time the MPTA has hosted and sponsored its annual picnic at Elko Speed-
way. Just over 250 MPTA towing members, friends and family attended this perfect evening of fun and excitement
as the MPTA event. The early afternoon began with towing members displaying their trucks and equipment out on
the plaza for the crowds of people to view.

Throughout the afternoon and evening, MPTA members and guests were treated to many food basket options. A
50/50 raffle, raising $1,000 for the International Towing Museum “Survivors Fund” and nearly $800 contributed to
MPTA Lobbying fund through the MPTA live Raffle. Congratulations to Brett Letourneau winning $1,000 in
cash! MPTA is sending a check in the amount of $1,000 to the International Towing Hall of Fame on behalf of the
Members of the MPTA! Our towing members have the biggest hearts. For information about the “survivors fund.
Please visit https://internationaltowingmuseum.org/survivor-fund/

All of the kiddos that evening awarded $10 DQ gift cards satisfying their future ice cream cravings as Burda’s Toy
and Candy Shop was on full display as kids licked their chops! This was just the beginning!
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MPTA members led the “parade lap” out on the track with their wreckers dressed up in American flags, lights
flashing as race fans cheered on our members. With many events including live racing and other activities as the
“Eve of Destruction” was under way as Elko Speedway.

The highlight of the evening was the Western National, Corporate Four Insurance and Borkowski Towing & Sal-
vage featured Spectator Drags. Twelve MPTA towing members brought their own cars to track testing their driving
skills. Congratulations to Karra Kreminski of Citywide Service Towing taking home first place and $150 cash!
Special thanks to those for taking the time bringing a car to the track and giving the crowd a heck of show!

!EL’KO

Tacian. tve i Dostruction * +Drive-in

From what I am hearing, MPTA members and guests had great time. If you missed the MPTA Annual Picnic at
Elko Speedway this year, will have to attend next year to see how we can top this past year’s event.

MPTA thanks the following sponsors/contributors to this year’s Annual Picnic:
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White House to Boost Domestic EV Battery Production

Virtually all EV battery components are made abroad.
A\ LT T—

ALEXANDRIA, Va.—The Biden Administration will award $2.8 billion in grants to 20 manufacturing and processing
companies across 12 states for projects to expand the production of electric-vehicle batteries, reports CNBC.

The grants will support projects that extract and develop more battery-grade lithium, graphite and nickel, as well as oth-
er materials used for batteries. All projects will develop enough lithium to supply over two million electric vehicles an-
nually and establish significant domestic production of graphite and nickel, according to the White House.

The grants will also support the installation of the first large-scale commercial lithium electrolyte salt production facili-
ty in the United States, as well as an electrode binder facility capable of supplying 45% of the anticipated domestic de-
mand for binders for EV batteries in 2030.

“Producing advanced batteries and components here at home will accelerate the transition away from fossil fuels to
meet the strong demand for electric vehicles, creating more good-paying jobs across the country,” Energy Secretary
Jennifer Granholm said in a statement.

The White House said that virtually all lithium, graphite, battery-grade nickel, electrolyte salt, electrode binder and iron
phosphate cathode material are produced abroad, and China controls the supply chains for many of these key inputs.

The Associated Press reports that during the event, Ryan Melsert, CEO of American Battery Technology Co. in Reno,
Nevada, told Biden that U.S. intervention in the battery market was overdue.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. is almost a non-player in the lithium game,” Melsert said, noting that less than 1% of lithium
products globally are made in the U.S.

Melsert said his company, which makes lithium hydroxide for battery cathodes, is changing that and so are the other
grant recipients. “Vehicle manufacturers are really hungry to buy these materials from U.S.-based resources,” he told
Biden.

The 12 states receiving grants are Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Nevada, New York, North Caroli-
na, North Dakota, Ohio, Tennessee and Washington state. The companies that receive the grants must match the money
given by the government. President Biden set a goal for electric vehicles to make up half of all new vehicles sold in
2030 electric.

The Inflation Reduction Act offers qualified consumers a tax credit of up to $7,500 on the purchase of an electric vehi-
cle. However, to get the full amount, the EV must contain a battery made in North America, and 40% of the materials in
the battery must also be from the continent. According to AP, the vast majority of EV purchases won’t qualify for the
full $7,500 tax credit.

Granholm said at the event the grant should address that issue and “supercharge the private sector to ensure our clean
energy future is American-made.”

EV adoption rate by U.S. consumers is not as high as some predict. The Fuels Institute forecasts EV adoption nationally
to reach almost 6% of vehicles in operation by 2030, and EV adoption rates will vary greatly by state, with 15 states
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Member Directory

Aitkin Dennis’ Towing
320-684-2825
Albert Lea T&W Towing LLC
507-402-9829
Alexandria Dan’s Diesel, Inc.
320-995-6108
Anoka North Star Towing
763-427-4160
Apple Valley Dick’s Valley Service
952-432-2848
Austin Otomo’s Auto Towing
507-450-0051
Big Lake Bob’s Towing & Recovery
763-262-8697
Blackduck Bogart’s Towing
218-835-4548
Blaine Twin Cities Transport

& Recovery, Inc.

651-642-1446

Dan’s Complete Auto Care
763-784-8668

Frovik’s Towing

763-786-9220

Citywide Service Corp
763-786-9020

Hooked Up Towing & Recovery
612-913-0702

Blooming Prairie
Darrick’s Preferred Auto
507-583-9994

Bloomington

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-831-8833

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World

West Bloomington

952-881-1024

Chief’s Towing, Inc.
052-888-2201

Brooklyn Park
Citywide Service
763-424-4900
Brainerd Collins Brothers
Towing Of St. Cloud,
218-822-5525
Burnsville Captain Towing

952-856-2901
Siewert’s Towing
507-263-4791
Blaine Brothers
320-558-9966
Collins Brothers Towing & Repair
320-257-5525

Cannon Falls

Clearwater

Columbia Heights
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-944-1690

Coon Rapids Highway 10 Towing
763-757-6789
Corky’s Towing
612-919-1106

Crystal North Suburban Towing

763-535-2201
Schmit Towing
763-253-1568
North Suburban Towing
763-428-8940
Dukes Towing
218-722-8885
Mark’s Towing
651-454-1533
Magnum Towing
651-423-7201
Schmit Towing
763-253-1568

Dayton
Duluth

Eagan

East Bethel

Eden Prairie
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
952-944-1690

Jack’s Towing
320-453-6560

Collins Brothers Towing
763-241-9177

Glenn’s Service LLC
507-334-4202

Beyer Towing
218-205-6137

Dan’s Towing
654-464-5551

Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery, Inc
651-642-1446

Feist Automotive
763-544-5512

Cook County Towing
218-663-7475

MN Towing and Repair
612-326-6687

Eden Valley

Elk River

Faribault
Fergus Falls

Forest Lake

Golden Valley
Grand Marais

Hamel

Inver Grove Heights
South East Towing
651-451-9721

Ironton AutoSmith Service Group
1-218-545-5715

Lafayette Five Star Towing
507-843-2677

Kasson T & K Towing Service
507-250-4573

Lakeville Marek’s Towing & Repair
952-469-3182

Little Falls Collins Brother Towing

Of Little Falls
320-257-5525

Loretto Burdas Towing
320-257-5525
Luverne G&S Auto LLC
507-283-8146
Mankato Affordable Towing
507-388-8697
Marshall Pulver Towing
507-828-5720
Minneapolis Blaine Brothers

763-780-5130

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
West Minneapolis
612-377-4743

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
Downtown Minneapolis
612-333-8900

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
South Minneapolis
612-861-6133

City of Minneapolis Public Works
612-704-0428

Miller Towing

612-827-5591

Schmit Towing
763-253-1568

Minnetonka Kustom Karriers
952-938-4680
Monticello Burdas Towing
320-257-5525
Moorhead

Aggressive Towing & Recovery
218-287-2344
Ed’s Towing Service
218-233-7740
Motley

Collins Brothers Towing
Of Motley

320-257-5525

Mountain Iron
Iron Range Towing and Automotive
218-780-1726

New Brighton Freeway Towing
651-633-5525
Statewide Towing
651-633-4262
Newport

Absolute Towing & Recovery
651-337-2149

Oakdale Twin Cities Transport
& Recovery, Inc.

651-642-1446

Owatonna Dean’s Westside Service

507-455-1950
Sweet Towing & Repair
507-451-3424




Member Directory

Paynesville
Collins Brothers Towing & Repair
320-257-5525
Plymouth Automotive
763-544-3202
Frankies Towing Co
763-595-0321
Nicety Towing
763-245-2619

Plymouth

Ramsey

Red Wing

Siewerts Garage
651-388-9163

CSC Towing
507-289-8344
Rochester Towing, LLC
507-288-7317
Pulver Towing
507-282-3851

Burdas Towing
763-428-9911

Centre Towing Inc.
320-352-1500

Allen’s Service Inc.
952-894-1000

Blaine Brothers
218-879-6681

Elite Towing
952-808-0808

Rochester

Rogers
Sauk Centre
Savage

Scanlon

Shoreview

Spring Lake Park Citywide Service

763-432-4550
Twin Cities Transport
& Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
Collins Brothers Towing
Of St. Cloud, Inc.
320-257-5525
Andy’s Towing
320-251-5691
Ark Towing & Recovery
763-434-1686

St. Anthony

St. Cloud

St. Francis

St. Paul
Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446
Elite Towing of Minnesota, Inc.

952-808-0808

Stillwater Stillwater Towing
651-439-5744

Strandquist Nordic Towing
1-833-667-3421

Sunburg Dans Diesel Inc

320-264-5852

Vernon Center
Giefer Towing & Service, Inc.
507-549-3300

Virginia
Armory Shell Towing & Service
218-741-6050

Bocks Service Inc.
507-835-5407

Tesch Service Center
507-835-4610

Waseca

West St Paul
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
651-455-2788

White Bear Lake
Twin Cities Transport &
Recovery, Inc.
651-642-1446

Willmar

City Line Towing
320-231-3869
Dans Diesel Inc
320-995-6108
Ed’s Service Center & Sales
320-235-5945

Winona
Borkowski Towing & Salvage
507-452-9073
Zumbrota Bergs Towing & Repair
507-732-5613
IOWA
Des Moines Hanifen Co, Inc
515-243-3205
Sioux City Meier Towing Inc

712-258-0609
NORTH DAKOTA

Bismarck Berg’s 24 Hour Towing
701-663-6491
Grand Forks Nordic Towing
1-833-667-3421
SOUTH DAKOTA
Big Stone The Shop, Inc.
605-862-8215
WISCONSIN
Baldwin Day & Nite Towing, LLC
715-684-3359
Balsam Lake
Lake Services Unlimited
715-857-5753
LaCrosse
Goldbeck Towing Service
608-781-4869
Hixton

Jensen Towing and Repair
715-963-3431

Independence
Kabus Auto Body & Recovery
715-985-2252

Roberts Jerry’s Towing
715-749-4450
Superior Lake City Towing
218-722-7781
ASSOCIATE
Auction
Copart

Kayla Teeselink 651-428-8759
Auto & Equipment Sales
Twin Cities Wrecker Sales
Rod Pellow 651-488-4210
Worldwide Equipment Sales
Jeff Irr 815-725-4400
Zip’s Truck Equipment
Paul Rottinghaus 1-800-222-6047

Banking/Financial
US Bank

Sean Poppen 763-639-3192
Health Insurance
Health & Life Financial Services
Kevin Urlaub 763-287-0055
Insurance
Insuring Minnesota
Rick McIntosh 952-469-0425
Midwest Insurance Service
John Hall 651-439-5939
Management Consulting
Professional Transport Management
Company
Steve & Sue Schmit 612-366-0525

Uniforms

Cintas Brad Beyer 763-391-5266




UPCOMING EVENTS

: 1-Day Basic Heavy Duty : _
: Hands-On Training Class : MPTA Board Meeting
: = November 14, 2023

October 17, 2023
ctober 17, Dinner: 6:00 pm

Registration: 7:30 am Meeting: 6:30 pm
Classroom &
Hands-On Training: MPTA Oftice

8:00am-4:30pm i Little Canada, MN

MPTA Board Meeting
December 19, 2023
Dinner: 6:00 pm
Meeting: 6:30 pm

MPTA Office
Little Canada, MN
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SLOW DOWN & MOVE OVER

RESPECT TOW TRUCK DRIVER




