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Protect Your Driving Record: What Every  
Professional Driver Needs to Know 

 
By Brian J Riker 
 
A single traffic ticket might seem like a 
minor inconvenience—until it costs you 
your job, your insurance, or your ability to 
earn a living. For tow operators, commer-
cial drivers, and even non-CDL drivers 
working in the transportation industry, your 
license is your livelihood. 
 
Unfortunately, many drivers don’t realize the long-term consequences of 
traffic violations until it’s too late. Often a panicked driver or tow boss 
will ask what they can do to “get this off my record.” Most often, they 
are referring to a traffic citation, and usually they are asking way too late 
for anyone to be of much help. After the conviction is not the time to 
find out how serious a violation is as the damage is already done and 
most courts will not reopen a closed case without a good reason. Loss of 
insurance coverage or your job is not a good reason in their eyes. 
 
This is why they ask you if you understand what pleading guilty means 
and if you fully understand the consequences. Unless there was a tech-
nical error or gross miscarriage of justice, they don’t want to put more 
work back onto their plate and rehear a closed case. 
 
This article aims to separate fact from fiction and help you make in-
formed choices before it's too late. 
 
Disclaimer: I am not an attorney. This article is not legal advice. Every 
situation is unique, so please consult with a qualified attorney, especially 
one familiar with commercial driver regulations in your home state. 
 
Myth #1: “What I do in my personal car doesn’t affect my CDL.” 
 
Wrong. Whether you’re behind the wheel of your own vehicle or a 
commercial one, it all goes on the same license—and the same driving 
record. 
There’s no “separate” record for your personal driving. Serious offens-
es—even those committed in your private car—can lead to CDL suspen-
sions, job loss, or increased insurance premiums. 

(continued on page 4) 

https://towindustryweek.com/12-rates-trade/9367-protect-your-driving-record-what-every-professional-driver-needs-to-know
https://towindustryweek.com/12-rates-trade/9367-protect-your-driving-record-what-every-professional-driver-needs-to-know
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Message From MPTA President, Ron Gardas Jr. 
 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to spring. With flowers blooming and the grass getting green means the 
“Intro to Light Duty” tow school is right around the corner. Be sure to get your registrations in. What 
is scary is, fall/winter is right around the corner. Start thinking about nominations for the MPTA Hall 
of Fame. Who do you think is deserving? Who has been a role model in the towing industry? For our 
yearly get together we are going to be pivoting away from Elko Speedway. We will still be doing a 
get together. These get togethers are especially important. It helps break down the walls of being com-
petitors and helps see that we all do the same job and we all have the same challenges. I for one, can 
honestly say, “some of my absolute best friends are my “competitors.”   
 
MPTA is thinking about next year’s legislative session. My biggest goal is to somehow get something 
on the legislative side to help us get paid for jobs. The insurance industry is getting rougher in recov-
ering claims through accidents. Insurance companies just say the company does not have insurance 
and the trucking company closes the company down right away and starts a new company with the 
same cell phone number. There are countless stories across the state of not getting paid.  

 
  We need to put an end to these stories. We work too hard not to get paid. If anyone    
  has some  great ideas or any connections that the MPTA does not have I/we would   
  love assistance. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Ron Gardas Jr 
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April Fun Facts! 
 

 

 Not only is April 15 tax day, it is also: the day Abraham Lincoln Died, the day the Titanic sank 
and the day that McDonald’s served its first hamburger! 

 
 In France, where April Fools’ Day is called Poisson d’Arvil, children first cut out fish figures on 

paper and stick them on the backs of other people, then run away. 
 
 The name “April” is thought to come from Latin word “aperire” which means “to open” signify-

ing the beginning of Spring. 
 
 The arrival of the cuckoo bird signifies that Spring is here-the bird will sing from approximately 

April 14th-April 24th every year. 
 
 The first Sunday of April was formerly known as “daffodil Sunday” because in Victorian times, 

people would pick daffodils from their gardens to take to the sick in hospitals. 
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(continued from front page) 

 
Know the Rules: CDL holders should be familiar with 49 CFR § 383.51, which lists violations considered serious 
or disqualifying. Even non-CDL drivers may be judged by similar standards by employers and insurance compa-
nies. 
 
Myth #2: “Stuff happens. The company will understand.” 
 

Maybe—not always. A professional driver is held to a higher standard, and it's your responsibility to protect your 
record. The best strategy? Avoid the violation altogether. But if you do receive a ticket, don’t just pay it and move 
on. 
 
Before pleading guilty, consult an attorney—preferably one who understands CDL law. The wording of the charge 
and how it's reported to your state can make all the difference. Make sure your attorney understands your position 
as a regulated commercial driver, and if out of state, they understand how your home state will view the charges. 
 
Myth #3: “Out of state? No big deal.” 
 

False. With regard to CDL drivers, every state is required to report all convictions to the CDLIS system, a Federal-
ly maintained database, which means your home state will know about anything that happens, even when the ticket 
happened while driving a car. Most states also report non-CDL convictions back to the licensing state, so unlike 
years past when these could get “lost” in the system, with modern databases today, they will show up on your rec-
ord. 
 
Again, when deciding to fight or pay a ticket, be sure you understand how the conviction will be treated by your 
home state. Most states require professional drivers to self-report any conviction, which a plea of guilty or paying a 
fine (even a no contest type plea) is still a conviction, and failure to self-report can result in a suspension of your 
license. 
 
Myth #4: “It’s just a ticket. No big deal.” 
 

Big mistake. A charge that seems minor in one state may carry serious consequences in another—especially for 
commercial drivers. 
 
Here’s a real-world example: 
 

A driver gets a ticket for following too closely. In one state, it’s a couple of points and a fine. But for a CDL hold-
er, it’s classified as a serious traffic offense. Get two of those within three years, and you could lose your CDL. Or 
consider lane violations. If you’re caught driving a CMV in the left lane (banned in many states), and the charge is 
recorded as "failure to obey a traffic control device," it could be treated as a disqualifying offense. 

❗ Prosecutors are not responsible for protecting your CDL. Even well-meaning ones might not understand how 
your home state will handle a conviction. 
 
Final Takeaways: 
--- Always understand the consequences of pleading guilty before doing so. 
--- Consult a knowledgeable attorney—especially one familiar with commercial driving law. 
--- Take every ticket seriously, no matter where or how it happens. 
--- Protect your driving record like your job depends 
 

 
 
 

Should tow operators be officially recognized as emergency responders? 
 
Yes   No 
66.7%                       33.3%   
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DOT Seeks Input on Outdated Regulations 

 
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) is calling on truckers, 
trade organizations, and small businesses to weigh in on reducing regu-
latory burdens while upholding safety and compliance standards. 
Aligned with President Donald Trump’s recent executive orders — in-
cluding a “10-for-1” rule that requires identifying ten outdated regula-
tions for every new one proposed — the initiative aims to ensure regula-
tions are lawful, efficient, and do not delay critical transportation pro-
jects. 
 
DOT is particularly interested in identifying rules that are outdated, in-
effective, duplicative, or burdensome due to technological advance-
ments or shifting industry practices. The effort supports broader goals 
outlined in Executive Orders 14219 and 14192, which focus on increas-
ing government efficiency and fostering prosperity through deregulation. 
 
Public comments are due by May 5 via regulations.gov. DOT has also established an ongoing email chan-
nel at Transportation.RegulatoryInfo@dot.gov for continued feedback. All submissions will help inform 
the agency’s regulatory framework and ensure administrative actions align with the national interest. 
 
Source: https://www.ttnews.com/ 

Change in Minnesota State Patrol Insurance Requirements 

 

  Effective March 21, 2025 Minnesota Towing Operators no longer need to meet the  
  Insurance Minimum requirements to tow for the Minnesota State Patrol. Towing  
  operators in Minnesota and neighboring states will still need to have the following   
  insurance: 
 
-Commercial General Liability 

-Automobile Liability 

-Worker’s Compensation 

                                 -Cargo Coverage on-hook 

 
MPTA members need to work with their insurance agents/agencies in determining the proper amount of 
insurance for each towing business. 
 

•Towing companies must provide insurance information annually to the Minnesota State Patrol list-
ing them as additional insured. 
 
•Towing companies must have a policy with an insurance company that they notify the Minnesota 
State Patrol immediately with any cancellations or gaps in coverage. Failure to do so could lead to 
loss of ability to provide service for the Minnesota State Patrol. 
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Interesting: Towing AI Chat Bot 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introducing “Towing Near Me AI Chat Bot” – The Smart Way to Find a Tow 
Truck Anywhere, Anytime. 
 
Any City or State – Drivers across the country can now get real-time assistance when they need it most with the 
launch of Towing Near Me AI Chat Bot, an advanced tow chatbot designed to help locate local towing companies 
instantly. Whether you’re stranded on the side of the road, need a flatbed tow, or require a recovery wrecker after 
an accident, the Towing Near Me AI Chat Bot delivers accurate, up-to-date towing service information tailored to 
your location. Never Get Stuck Again: The AI Chat Bot That Connects You to Tow Trucks Nationwide! 
 
With Towing Near Me AI ChatBot, drivers no longer have to waste time searching for towing companies online or 
calling multiple numbers to find availability. Instead, they can simply ask the chatbot for a tow truck, flatbed, or 
recovery wrecker, and it will provide a list of local towing providers who can assist immediately. 
 

Key Features of Towing Near Me AI Chat Bot: 
 

 Real-Time Towing Information – Get instant results for towing services near your exact location. 
 

 Nationwide Coverage – Whether you’re in a big city or a remote area, the chatbot finds local tow companies   
    fast. 
 

 Multiple Towing Options – Find standard tow trucks, flatbeds, or wreckers based on your vehicle’s needs. 
 

 Fast & Reliable – No more searching through outdated directories—Towing Near Me AI connects you to real   
    towing services that can respond right away. 
 
 

How It Works 
Using Towing Near Me AI is simple. Just ask the chatbot, “I need a tow truck,” “Find a recovery wrecker,” or 
“Locate a flatbed near me,” and it will instantly pull up the best local options based on your location. No more 
endless scrolling or calling multiple numbers—just fast, reliable assistance when you need it. 

 
About Towing Near Me AI 
Towing Near Me AI is a cutting-edge, AI-powered chatbot designed to help drivers find towing services anywhere 
in the United States. With real-time data and nationwide coverage, it ensures quick and easy access to tow trucks, 
flatbeds, and wreckers whenever roadside assistance is needed.  

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-0yiHgpJxS-towing-near-me
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TRAA, and the other members of the Anti-Speed Limiter Coalition, are thrilled to see  
the re-introduction of the DRIVE Act (H.R. 2819) in this new Congress. This has been  
the result of months of work with the offices of Senator Steve Daines (R-MT) and  
Representative Josh Brecheen (R-OK-2). 
 
If enacted, the DRIVE Act would prohibit FMCSA from "issuing any rule or regulation to 
require vehicles that have a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds and are op-
erating in interstate commerce to be equipped with a speed limiting device set to a maxi-
mum speed." 
 
Speed limiters have been at the center of several proposed regulations and legislations 
over the last few years. While it is unlikely the U.S. Department of Transportation will 
move forward with any such proposals under a republican-held White House and Con-
gress, TRAA wants to be as pro-active as possible on this issue.      
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Research Results: Roadside Assistance Vehicle Lighting 
 

Every towing professional knows that the job requires you to be on the 
roadway no matter the conditions, from sunshine, to rain, to snow, and  
visibility is key to safety. To that end, the AAA Foundation for Traffic  
Safety recently published a project titled “Roadside Assistance Vehicle 
Lighting: Review of Scientific Research and State Regulations” which  
conducted a literature review of over 1,200 scholarly articles to identify 
 existing data on roadside service vehicle lightening.  
 
The findings were mixed but the techniques that appear to be best at drawing motorists’ attention are: 
 Using lightbars with LED lighting. 
 Using a faster flash rate (typically ~4 Hz). 
 Increasing the luminous intensity of the warning light(s). 
 Increasing the number of lights (2 to 4 lights per display). 
 Increasing the amount of retroreflective sheeting on the vehicle. 
 Replacing some of the amber lights with green or blue also appears to help draw attention to the vehicle, but 

it is unclear how much of this is a novelty effect.  
 Alternating flash patterns (left/right “wig-wag”) were generally found to be better detected by drivers than 

simultaneous flashing of two or more lights. Alternating patterns also appear to improve the ability for drivers 
to detect other objects in the scene compared to random flash patterns. 

  
Takeaways: While more research needs to be done, the most important take-away from prior research is that inter-
ventions intended to improve the long-distance visibility of special-purpose vehicles often appear to have ad-
verse effects on the visibility of personnel near the vehicles. For example, increased roadside service vehicle 
lighting can increase glare, increase the time it takes for drivers to perceive the presence of a person on foot near 
the vehicle, and decrease the overall visibility of personnel on foot. Moreover, current work light practices in the 
towing industry potentially exacerbate the problem of nighttime glare at towing scenes. Get the full details here. 
 

For more information visit: AAAFoundation.org.  
  
Source:  

TRAA SUPPORTS RE-INTRODUCTION OF 
DRIVE ACT  

https://aea7sqeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H8Qn88NBhDuVwxVAWtWa1pcPB4q0GgzyQb-3ep4dlrRfQQoByxEcIKUQfJMVokfII-1qEuaFOJu3MZoGrj5hiG3GefgQjUYFqxFJM9yjIvThEgRYF57YvV9WDEz1VgRvQMGZVf25UrATX27wrPMEx-SneQCz2Gwtuk1QtS2mEEmpXC7g2GTWE2PLpk3ZmCybgw8eitj7rz6ba6gFCMdtA1NaL-
https://aea7sqeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I8sOZPnOrPVVDV9pyffyht-8gR_WjOJry4cnQYRrDtxYyGQp39-oDy2JEqtqW4XVzHS5HXhkh0jocDsBLT-1UMYo_2Kbkfso3Noqpp57MxEuNtHVOJEuJj0VDjZE0obIyJyWk8Qw5pSJkSEBJpOHv8ic6BjpSTw17Y5_YYybryrzh2FFrA9x1QVBWFTJJI3JapqflaSV0_seA2auZJNu4H1mDV
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Not Compliant 

 

Charges say Twin Cities car owner pummeled the repo man,  
unhooked vehicle and drove off 

 
 

The tow truck driver was bitten on the shoulder and left with a black eye, the charges read. 
 

 
 
By Paul Walsh 
 
The Minnesota Star Tribune 
 
Anoka County prosecutors say a convicted killer pummeled a man repossessing his vehicle, unhooked his 
car from a tow truck and drove off. 
 
Clinton Trass, 44, of Fridley was charged Thursday in District Court with first-degree carjacking and rob-
bery in connection with the attack on the tow truck driver on April 11 outside Trass’ home in the 6100 
block of Star Lane NE. 
 
Trass appeared in court Thursday and remains jailed in lieu of $5,000 bail. Court records do not list an at-
torney for him. He’s due back in court on June 16.  Trass’ criminal history includes a wide range of offens-
es in Minnesota. He’s been convicted nearly 20 times for driving while his license was revoked and five 
times for not having car insurance. 
 
He also was convicted of first-degree manslaughter for the shooting of 21-year-old Ronzell Jones in June 
2004 during a fistfight that broke out at Bobby and Steve’s Auto World near the Metrodome. 
 
According to Thursday’s charges, based on the victim’s account to police: Officers were dispatched to the 
scene and saw the tow truck driver sitting on the pavement and his vehicle stopped in the middle of the 
street. 
 
The driver was there to repossess Trass’ Acura TLX sedan. Trass ran out of his house and confronted the 
driver, who then climbed into the truck’s cab. 
Trass pulled him out of the truck and pushed him up against the vehicle. The driver got back in, only to be 
yanked out again by Trass. 
 
Trass tried to get in the truck, and a struggle between the two men ensued. Trass punched the driver in the 
head multiple times, put him in a headlock and threw him to the ground. 
While in the truck, Trass drove forward and freed his car. He took the driver’s keys and phone, drove off in 
his car and tossed the phone out of the window. 
 
The driver’s injuries included a bite mark on one shoulder, a scraped leg and a black eye. 
Police spotted a debit card and a hat on the ground that the driver said belonged to Trass. 
 
On Tuesday, police stopped Trass and arrested him moments after he drove from his home. 
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The International Towing & Recovery Hall of Fame and Museum announced nine inductees into its Hall of Fame, 
Class of 2025, from six states and Japan, who will be honored at a special ceremony later this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“This year’s exceptional class of inductees truly embodies the diverse spectrum of leadership that has shaped the 
international towing and recovery industry,” said Jeffrey Godwin, first vice president of the towing museum. 
“From trailblazers and visionaries to hands-on operators, television personalities, and industry influencers, this 
group represents the very best of our field and is highly deserving of this prestigious recognition.”  
 
The inductees for 2025 include: 
 
 FRANCIS GEOFFREY RUSSELL of Palm Beach Gardens, FL, has been in the towing and recovery sector for 

50 years and is the co-founder of Guardian Fleet Services, the largest towing and specialized transportation 
company in the U.S. He had many industry mentors throughout his career and has reciprocated by becoming a 
mentor to friends and colleagues, including counseling and supporting fellow company owners. “Geoff has 
been a staunch advocate for elevating the towing industry’s reputation among law enforcement, fellow first re-
sponders, and the motoring public.” 

 
 JOANNE BLYTON, Billings, MT, was launched into towing and recovery as a teen at her parents’ company. 

Four decades later she remains active in the towing, recovery and automotive industries, receiving awards and 
accolades for her commitment to the industry. A long-time owner and president of Billings Towing & Recov-
ery, Blyton also served a four-year term as the first female president of the Towing & Recovery Association of 
America. “Joanne has given her voice, heart, time, energy and dedication to the entire towing and recovery in-
dustry.” 

 
 JOHNNY GRANT of Chattanooga, TN, passed away in 2024 and is being honored posthumously. Grant be-

came enamored with cars and tow trucks when he began sweeping floors at a service station. He worked for 
wrecker manufacturer Ernest Holmes and later Miller Industries in sales and demonstrating equipment for 50 
years. He also worked for local towing operators, at one point owning his own tow truck. After retirement, he 
still answered calls, was featured on podcasts, and even provided information for the documentary “Highway 
Thru Hell.” “I know of no other individual within our industry possessing the breadth of knowledge that John-
ny possessed in the evolution of industry products covering five decades.” 

 
 JON KUPCHIN is owner and CEO of Santa Fe Tow Service in Stillwell, KS, where he has been actively in-

volved in the community, sponsoring charities, supporting community events and volunteering during emer-
gencies. In business for over 35 years, he is a believer in maintaining high standards through continuing educa-
tion, training and development, state-of-the-art equipment and following towing and recovery best practices. 
“Jon understands that true success goes beyond business — it’s about giving back and building trust with the 
people the company serves.” 

 
 

Towing Museum Announces Hall of Fame Class of 2025 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

 
 
 
 KIKUO YAMAGUCHI of Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan, owns and operates three respected companies in Ja-

pan and Southeast Asia, including Yamaguchi Wrecker founded in 1986 by his father. Yamaguchi joined the 
company after university, dedicating his career to building the business. He officially took the reins of the com-
pany at age 34. Yamaguchi was instrumental in developing towing and recovery equipment with narrow bodies 
on very short chassis to maneuver the streets of Asia. “I have never met another man more passionate about the 
towing and recovery industries.” 

 
 RALPH HANSER, Billings, MT, is the head of Hanser’s Towing & Semi Truck Heavy Wrecker, in business 

for over 50 years. He has received praise for his experience and industry know-how, and is considered an early 
pioneer in air-cushion recovery and mechanical technology. Hanser’s may be the only company in Billings that 
handles hazardous oil and fuel spills. “This honor is a very well-deserved recognition that was built from one 
truck to what it is today Hanser’s incredible hard work and commitment to doing it right.” 

 
 WELDON T. WRIGHT of Land O Lakes, FL, has been in the towing industry since 1971. He has worked for 

the nation’s two leading towing equipment manufacturers: Jerr-Dan Corporation and Miller Industries. Wright 
made many product innovations, including the Jerr-Dan rotator and Poly Body technology. Wright helped push 
for the national Fair Tow Act in 2015 to exempt heavy-duty tow and recovery vehicles from certain highway 
weight limitations. “He is well respected by his peers for his knowledge and willingness to go the extra mile to 
solve problems. His tireless efforts have made the industry safer and more productive.” 

 
 WILLIAM GRATZIANNA, Downers Grove, IL, helped found one the nation’s most successful towing com-

panies, O’Hare Towing, which was featured in a TV series, titled, “Wrecked: Life in the Crash Lane,” empha-
sizing the extreme nature and physically dangerous work of towing and recovery. Through the years, he has 
been involved in local fire and police training as well as an annual Christmas toy drive. He is president of the 
Towing Museum, helping guide the organization with profitable fundraising and encouraging the public to take 
interest in the history of towing. “Bill has showed not only exemplary dedication to the towing industry, but 
also leadership and professional achievement.” 

 
 WILLIS “HENRY” HEATH JR, Fairfax, VA, is being honored posthumously for his leadership role in towing 

and recovery, including as owner of Henry’s Wrecker Service still in operation today and for being a co-
founder and first president of the Virginia Association of Towing & Recovery Operators. Known as an innova-
tor, Heath invented the “Henry Hitch” used on Holmes 750 wreckers as well as improved tow bars for the safe 
transport of buses. A volunteer firefighter, Heath helped with fire and police training and community events. 
“Henry’s work ethic and direction supported many individuals in the surrounding community. Many of the ‘old 
towers’ around today received their start from Henry Heath.” 

 
The Towing Museum was founded in 1986 to recognize outstanding individuals in the towing industry and record 
and display the industry’s history. Learn more about the Towing Museum at towingmuseum.com. 
 
Lauren Colon 
 
International Towing & Recovery Hall of Fame and Museum 
 
423-267-3132 
 
Lauren@towingmuseum.com  

mailto:lauren@towingmuseum.com


Member Directory 
Aitkin                        Dennis’ Towing 

320-684-2825 
Albert Lea               T&W Towing 

507-473-2999 
  

Anoka                    North Star Towing 
763-427-4160 

 
Apple Valley    Dick’s Valley Service 

952-432-2848 
Arlington     After Burner Auto Body  
                                           &Towing 
                                     507-964-2809 
Austin             Otomo’s Auto Towing 

507-450-0051 
 
Big Lake  Bob’s Towing & Recovery 

763-262-8697 
Blackduck                Bogart’s Towing 

218-835-4548 
Blaine              Citywide Service Corp 

 763-786-9020 
                       Frovik’s Towing 

763-786-9220 
Hooked Up Towing & Recovery 

612-913-0702 
                        Twin Cities Transport    
                       & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
 
Blooming Prairie 
                     Darrick’s Preferred Auto 

507-583-9994 
 
Bloomington      Chief’s Towing, Inc. 

952-888-2201 
                                
Brooklyn Center   Sandoval Services 

612-845-0623 
Brooklyn Park                                  
           Citywide Service 

763-424-4900 
                                       Feist Towing 

763-544-5512 
 
Burnsville                  Captain Towing 

952-856-2901 
 
Cannon Falls          Siewert’s Towing 

507-263-4791 
Clearwater                 Blaine Brothers 

320-558-9966 
 

 

Columbus                       
               Blaine Brothers Truck Aline 

763-786-8863 
Crystal                              Twin Cities 

Transport & Recovery 
651-642-1446 

Currie               Radke Wheel Service 
507-763-3129 

 
Dayton         MN Towing and Repair 
     612-326-6687 
                   Twin Cities Transport &    
         Recovery 
     651-642-1446 

 
Detroit Lakes                  DL Towing 

218-847-6362 
Duluth                          Dukes Towing 

218-722-8885 
                               
Eagan                      Magnum Towing 

651-423-7201 
         
Elk River Bob’s Towing of Elk River 

763-441-3666 
                     Collins Brothers Towing 

763-241-9177 
                     Lynch Wrecker Services 

612-578-5168 
                    
Faribault           Glenn’s Service LLC 

507-334-4202 
 

Fergus Falls                 Beyer Towing 
218-205-6137 

 
Forest Lake                  Dan’s Towing 

651-464-5551 
 
 
Grand Meadow    Gregerson Towing 
        & Recovery 

507-272-4088 
 

Howard Lake          K&H Towing &  
                                            Recovery 
                612-735-4534 
 
Inver Grove Heights   
                              South East Towing    

651-451-9721 
Ironton     AutoSmith Service  Group 

1-218-545-5715 
 

Lafayette                 Five Star Towing 
507-843-2677 

Kasson T & K Towing Service 
507-250-4573 

Lakeville   Marek’s Towing & Repair 
952-469-3182 

Luverne                     G&S Auto LLC 
507-283-8146 

Mankato               Affordable Towing 
507-388-8697 

 Marshall              Pulver Towing 
                                       507-828-5720 
Minneapolis               Blaine Brothers 

763-780-5130 
612-333-8900 

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 
South Minneapolis 

612-861-6133 
                    Metro Wreckers Services 

612-330-0013 
Minnetonka              Kustom Karriers 
                                       952-938-4680                                                                             
 
Montevideo  Monte Motor Sales, Inc. 
                                       320-269-6264 
Moorhead             
         Aggressive Towing & Recovery 

218-287-2344 
     Ed’s Towing Service 

218-233-7740 
 
Mountain Iron             
   Iron Range Towing and Automotive 

218-780-1726 
New Brighton          Freeway Towing 

651-633-5525 
Newport             

Absolute Towing & Recovery 
                                       651-337-2149 
Oakdale           Twin Cities Transport  
                       & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
Owatonna   Dean’s Westside Service 

507-455-1950 
Plymouth            Frankies Towing Co 

763-595-0321 
                         Twin Cities Transport  
        & Recovery 

763-544-3202 
Red Wing                      Midway Auto 

651-388-8296 
                        Siewerts Garage 

651-388-9163 
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Rochester                       CSC Towing 
507-289-8344 

          Gregerson Towing & Recovery 
507-272-4088 

Rochester Towing, LLC 
507-288-7317 

Pulver Towing 
507-282-3851 

Savage                 Allen’s Service Inc. 
952-894-1000 

                     
Scanlon                      Blaine Brothers 

218-879-6681 
Shafer                          PLC Recovery 

651-257-3975 
 
Spring Lake Park   Citywide Service 

763-432-4550 
 St. Anthony    Twin Cities Transport 
                       & Recovery, Inc. 
                 651-642-1446 
St. Cloud                    Andy’s Towing 
                 320-251-5691 
St. Paul             Twin Cities Transport  
            & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
PLC Recovery 
651-247-9783 

 
St. Charles  
               Whitewater Wrecker Service 

507-718-9669 
Virginia   
         Armory Shell Towing & Service 

218-741-6050 
 

Waseca                  Bocks Service Inc. 
507-835-5407 

                           Tesch Service Center 
507-835-4610 

 
White Bear Lake 
                           Twin City Transport   
           & Recovery, Inc. 
     651-642-1446 
Willmar 
                                 City Line Towing  
                                       320-231-3869                               
    Ed’s Service Center & Sales 
      320-235-5945 
 
 
 

Winona 
            Borkowski Towing & Salvage 

507-452-9073 
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Bismarck      Berg’s 24 Hour Towing  

701-663-6491 
 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Big Stone                     The Shop, Inc. 

605-862-8215 
Watertown        Performance Towing 

218-722-7781 
 

WISCONSIN 
Ashland                    Tomlinson’s Inc. 

715-684-3359 
Baldwin     Day & Nite Towing, LLC 

715-684-3359 
Balsam Lake     
Lake Services Unlimited 

715-857-5753 
Hixton       Jensen Towing and Repair 

715-963-3431 
 

LaCrosse         
                   Goldbeck Towing Service  

608-781-4869 
Roberts                      Star Equipment 

715-749-4450 
 
Superior                 Lake City Towing 

218-722-7781 
 

 
 

ASSOCIATE 
 

Accounting/Towing Software 
Towbook 

Kendall Smith 810-320-5063 
Auto & Equipment Sales 
Twin Cities Wrecker Sales 

Rod Pellow  651-488-4210 
Worldwide Equipment Sales 

Jeff Irr 815-725-4400 
Zip’s Truck Equipment 

Paul Rottinghaus  1-800-222-6047 
 
 
Credit Card Processing 
Delta Payments 

Kent Flannery 877-718-4490 
 

 
Fabrication & Manufacturing 
B&B Industries 

Lance & Layla Burda 763-333-4743 
Health Insurance 
Health & Life Financial Services 

Kevin Urlaub 763-287-0055 
Insurance 
Corporate Four Insurance 

Jessica Hrabe 952-896-9535 
Insuring Minnesota 

Rick McIntosh 952-469-0425 
Midwest Insurance Service 

John Hall 651-439-5939 
Insurance Subrogation 
Corrective Action Recovery Solu-
tions, LLC (C.A.R.S) 

Greg Schafer  507-530-5032 
Management Consulting 
Professional Transport Management 
Company          
    Steve & Sue Schmit 612-366-0525 
Uniforms 
Cintas         Kevin Gaskins 763-391-
5266 

 

 

 

 



Meetings may be cancelled due to weather please  
check https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnprotow for all 

event updates.  

Upcoming Events 

MPTA Board Meeting 
 

May 27, 2025 

Dinner: 6:00 pm 

Meeting: 6:30 pm 

 

MPTA Office 
Little Canada, MN 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Basic Light Duty  
Training Class 

 

May 14, 2025 

 

7:30am Registration 

8:00am-5:00pm Classroom &  

Hands-On Training 

 
Please see registration form on  

Page 5 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnprotow

