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MPTA Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MPTA contact information: 

 
2886 Middle Street 

Little Canada, MN 55117 
 

Phone:  651-487-2231 
Fax:  651-487-2447 

 
Email:  admin@mnprotow.org 

 
If you would like to make a  

contribution to help with the legislative 
efforts, please send your donations to: 

 
MPTA 

2886 Middle Street 
Little Canada, MN 55117 

PRESIDENT 
Ron Gardas Jr. 
Twin Cities Transport &  
Recovery 
3760 Flowerfield Rd 
Blaine, MN 55014 
763-784-7501 
‘24-’27 

 
Jay Thompson 
Lake City Towing 
2904 Winter Street 
Superior, WI 54880 
218-722-7781 
‘24-’27 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Ron Feist 
Feist Automotive 
1875 N. Lilac Dr. 
Golden Valley, MN 55422 
763-544-5512 
‘23-’26 

 
Joe Lomsdal 
Aggressive Towing 
2636 16th Ave So 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
218-287-2344 
‘23-’26 

Lonnie Krackow 
Borkowski Towing & Salvage 
PO Box 868 
Winona, MN  55987 
507-452-9073 
‘22-’25 

Noah Kreitinger 
Dean’s Towing 
1164 W. Frontage Rd. 
Owatonna, MN 55060 
507-291-0685 
‘24-’27 

DIRECTORS: 
Jenn Pearson 
Twin Cities Wrecker Sales 
1301 Jackson St 
St. Paul, MN 55117 
651-488-4210 
‘22’25 

LOBBYIST 
Rob Leighton 
Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton 
952-405-7171 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Lance Klatt 
2886 Middle Street 
Little Canada, MN  55117 
651-487-2231 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
Randy Thompson 
Nolan, Thompson, & Leighton 
952-405-7171 

OFFICE STAFF 
Nikki Steger 
2886 Middle Street 
Little Canada, MN  55117 
651-487-2231 
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VICE - PRESIDENT 
Lance Burda 
Burdas Towing 
PO Box 249 
Rogers, MN 55374 
763-428-9911 
‘22-’25 

 
Chris Frovik 
Frovik’s Towing 
14835 Aberdeen St NE 
Ham Lake, MN 55304 
763-786-9220 
‘23-’26 



Message From Executive Director, Lance Klatt 
 
 
What a whirlwind of a fall for the MPTA and its members especially for our President Ron Gardas Jr (and MPTA 
board) thought I would give him a break and write a quick Executive Directors message! Beginning with our two-
day advanced light duty training class hosted on September 25th and 26th. On the evening of the 25th, MPTA hosted 
its Annual meeting and Hall of Fame Ceremony. Would say we had a record number of members and guests at our 
great annual event! Congratulations to Steve Schmit, Todd Siewert and Ronald Gardas for their induction into 
MPTA’s Hall of Fame! 
 
Just eleven days later, MPTA hosted its one-day intro to Heavy duty Training class. Changed it up a bit hosting at 
the East Fire Metro training complex with a great classroom and hands-on experience for our students. The next 
day, MPTA hosted its first intermediate training class once again at the East Metro training complex. Was, a first 
and will not be a last for this class! 
 
The legislative session begins mid-February and just like last year, should be uneventful. MPTA lobbyist Rob 
Leighton and I have met with MN DPS in discussing dealer’s licenses and variations of them. In a future email and 
Newsbreak, MPTA will have more information on this.  
 
Will not be long the snow will be flying. Yes, snow will be flying and so will our towing drivers. Unfortunately, so 
will the idiots not paying attention on our roadways. Please be incredibly careful and make your best judgement.  
 
MPTA was planning to host its inaugural Smash, Crash for Cash Go-Kart event this December, fearful of weather, 
looking to host in mid-spring (April). More information will become available soon. 
 
A great fall indeed, a wonderful time to be an MPTA member and for all to enjoy the opportunities and privileges 
of those who have served our industry and Association before us enriching a brighter future for all! - Lance 
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MPTA Hosts Annual Meeting and  
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On Thursday September 25th, the MPTA hosted their Annual Meeting and annual Hall of 
Fame Inductee Ceremony at The DoubleTree by Hilton in Roseville recognizing three in-
dividuals with substantial contributions to the towing and recovery industry. As always, 
the Annual Meeting is a great opportunity for towing members to share thoughts about 
the upcoming year.  Items discussed were legal and legislative issues, education and con-
tinuing how to help our towing industry be the best it can be.   
  
This year was the tenth year MPTA members cast their votes by mailing in their votes. 
There were three fantastic nominees on the ballot this year. The three board of Directors 
voted on the board are Josh Schafer of Pulver Towing Lance Burda of B&B Industries , 
and Lonnie Krackow of Borkowski Towing & Salvage. I encourage every MPTA mem-
ber in the future to attend our Annual Meeting, as this is your meeting.   
  
MPTA realizes it’s time to display the roots of our membership and profession, each year 
three nominees making a difference in our industry and the MPTA are enshrined into the 
MPTA Hall of Fame. Each August/September a new class is inducted into the MPTA 
Hall of Fame. 
 
Congratulations to the class of 2025! Ronald Gardas; Twin Cities Transport & Recovery, 
Steve Schmit; Schmit Towing and Todd Siewert; Siewert’s Towing . 
 
What a great evening topped by a great group of attendees making a very special occasion 
even better! Hope to see you at next year's Annual meeting/HOF Induction ceremony! 
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Ron Gardas Jr. & Ronald Gardas 

Ron Gardas Jr. & Todd Siewert 

Ron Gardas Jr. & Steve Schmit 
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Todd Siewert 

Todd Virgil Siewert was born on May 20, 1959, in Red 
Wing, Minnesota. As the second child and eldest son in his 
family, Todd grew up alongside siblings Tracy, Karl, Robin, 
and later, stepsiblings Carla and Cody. 
 
Siewert’s Garage was founded in 1946 by Todd’s grandfa-
ther, Elmer Siewert, initially as an “auto laundry” for clean-
ing vehicles. The business soon expanded to oil changes, ser-
vice, and towing, with Elmer converting a Cadillac into the 
company’s first tow truck. 

 
Under Todd’s father, Virgil, the garage modernized its equipment and broadened its services to include 
industrial, river, and utility work. Todd and his brother Karl began working at the garage early, with Todd 
receiving his first paycheck in fourth grade for cleaning duties. Virgil, a military veteran, instilled a strong 
work ethic in his sons, emphasizing discipline and responsibility. 
 
Todd graduated from Red Wing High School in 1977 and pur-
sued studies in business, accounting, and automotive technolo-
gy at Winona State University and Winona Technical College, 
all while continuing to work at Siewert’s Garage. 
 
A pivotal moment in Todd’s life occurred when he met Leah 
Ihrke, whom he later married on October 11, 1980. Together, 
they have two children, Kyle and Kristy. 
 
With a growing family, Todd shifted his focus to full-time 
work at Siewert’s Garage, which transitioned away from fuel 
sales to concentrate on towing and auto repair.  

 
 
Todd’s leadership soon was recognized, lead-
ing to his election as president of the Minneso-
ta Professional Towing Association. 
 
 
In 1997, Todd and Karl purchased the garage 
from their father, though Virgil remained ac-
tively involved. The family’s commitment was 
evident during challenging situations, such as 
navigating severe winter conditions to assist 
stranded vehicles. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

2025 Hall Of Fame Inductee 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 

 
Todd played a key role in addressing industry challenges, notably advocating for legislative changes to 
improve vehicle title regulations. His efforts established him as a respected figure among legislators and 
industry peers. 
 

 
 
 
Family remains central to Todd’s values. He and 
Karl have maintained a strong partnership, support-
ing each other in both business and personal matters. 
Todd credits their success to teamwork and mutual 
respect1.In talking to Todd and knowing the Siewert 
family the way that I do, it is clear that family is the 
most important thing.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
I asked if there was ever any friction between Todd and 
Karl, not only brothers but business partners and Todd 
were quick to say no. Sure, they have had disagree-
ments like any brothers would- but Todd said that if 
Karl said we are going to do this Todd would back him 
up one hundred percent and Todd said that I said we 
are going to do that Karl would back him.  Heck, I 
can’t get away from Karl if I tried, I moved next door 
to him Todd said. That same amount of respect doesn’t 
stop at Karl.  
 
 
When I asked Todd about family and business, he said I’ll say this. “We are a team family- We have all 
sacrificed a lot and through everything we have stuck together.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/nikki/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2TG5OG3K/L11
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Stephen Schmit 

 
  Stephen Michael Schmit was born in Minneapolis on October 
24,  1960, to David and Mary Schmit. As the eldest of three chil-
dren, Steve’s upbringing in Minneapolis shaped his life and ca-
reer. He  attended Annunciation Catholic School and later gradu-
ated from  Southwest High School in 1979. Despite his parents’ 
expectations for college, Steve chose a different path, enlisting in 
the United  States Army National Guard at age 18. There, he de-
veloped skills  in mechanics, welding, and vehicle recovery, lay-
ing the foundation for his future career. 
 

 
 
 
After his service, Steve returned to Minneap-
olis and worked as a welder and fabricator. 
He and his brother Peter began building race 
cars, which led Steve to construct his first tow 
truck. This experience sparked his interest in 
the towing industry. He started buying and 
selling scrap cars, eventually acquiring a pro-
fessional tow truck and subcontracting for 
Colin Towing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 1985, Steve left his welding job to focus on 
towing, borrowing $5,000 from his grandmoth-
er to start his business. He expanded his fleet 
and built relationships with industry mentors, 
notably Gary Schmick of Schmick’s Towing. 
Steve joined the Minnesota Professional Tow-
ing Association, serving on the board and as 
Treasurer, which helped him grow his business 
and network with other leaders in the field. 

 
 

 

2025 Hall Of Fame Inductee 
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Steve’s business, Schmit Towing, operated from several locations before settling in Fridley. The com-
pany grew from two trucks to over thirty units and three locations. Steve and his wife Sue, whom he 
married in 2001, raised four sons together. Sue played an active role in the business, especially during 
busy periods, and the family celebrated milestones such as securing the City of Minneapolis Police 
towing contract. 
 
Steve sold Schmit Towing in September 2021 but remains active in the industry as a consultant and 
continues to support other towing companies. He is a member of several professional associations and 
is recognized for his commitment to the community, volunteering with organizations such as Minne-
sota Teen Challenge, Red Cross, Salvation Army, and others. Steve attributes his success to his faith 
and dedication to service. 
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  Ronald Gardas 
 
  Ronald John Gardas was born on May 23, 1959, in New Brighton,  
 Minnesota, to Ronald and Kathleen Gardas. As the third of seven  
 children, Ron grew up in a close-knit family, where resourcefulness  
 and teamwork were essential from an early age. 
 
 Ron attended Pike Lake Elementary, Highview Middle School, and Irondale   
 High School. During his youth, he met his future wife, Renee Pellow, and   
 they began dating throughout their school years. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In 1976, Ron started working at his  
grandfather’s business, Twin Cities Salvage, 
where he learned the fundamentals of the 
towing industry. After graduating from Iron-
dale High School in 1977, he assisted his par-
ents on their Wisconsin farm, developing a 
strong work ethic that would serve him well 
in his career. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ron returned to Twin Cities Salvage in 1978, 
this time as a tow operator. He quickly proved 
his capabilities and advanced within the com-
pany. Ron and Renee married in 1979 and 
welcomed three children: Krista, Katie, and 
Lance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2025 Hall Of Fame Inductee 

file:///C:/Users/nikki/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2TG5OG3K/L3
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Not Compliant 

 
Throughout the 1980s, Ron became known for his skill and dedication. He drove the company’s flagship 
truck and competed in towing competitions, winning the National Driving Competition at the Chicago 
Tow Show in 1986. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1988, Ron and Renee purchased Twin Cities Towing, renaming it Twin Cities Transport & Recovery.  
Despite high interest rates and significant financial challenges, Ron’s perseverance and commitment ena-
bled the business to thrive. 
 
During the 1990s, Ron earned a reputation for reliability and leadership, serving as president of the Minne-
sota Professional Towing Association for over a decade. In 2009, he was inducted into the International 
Towing and Recovery Hall of Fame. 
 
 
Ron’s dedication to his family and profession is evident 
in his ability to balance work with personal commit-
ments. He rarely missed his children’s events and con-
tinues to support the next generation in their activities. 
Today, Ron remains actively involved in the industry, 
building new stories and maintaining his passion for 
towing. His work ethic and leadership continue to in-
spire those around him. 
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MPTA Hosts Two-Day Advanced Light Duty Training Class 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On September 25th and 26th MPTA supported our towing operators with a two-day advanced light duty train-
ing class. MPTA board directors Ron Gardas Jr. and Ron Feist taught the early classroom portion of the 
school with new information and safety statistics and everyday basics of getting ready for each towing 
shift.  With an ever-changing industry, it’s always nice to open the classroom up for instruction and FAQ’s. 
Students were taught everything from sizes of chains, straps, pressure points, Lever’s, recovery, use of snatch 
blocks and even how to better prepare yourself mentally and professionally.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With nearly thirty students in attendance, MPTA board directors hosted several hands-on training sessions 
featuring difficult hook ups, recovery situations, roll-overs, working load limits and experiencing use of 
chains and straps getting a feel for what our industry has to offer.  Although the school gives you a great 
“Hands on” experience, it can only prepare you for the “real thing!” Teaching students the advanced lessons 
of recovering vehicles in a tough environment while learning the “Do’s and Do not’s” of our industry.   
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MPTA Board Directors sponsored the event providing many vehicles and the use of their own equipment. The 
students were promised to get hands on training while getting dirty- just like every MPTA training 
class. Every training class the MPTA conducts, all of us learn more from the instructors as well as from our 
students. Special thanks to Ron Gardas Jr. and Ron Feist for teaching recovery fundamentals in the classroom 
as well as Many MPTA Board of Directors assisting in the classroom and recovery sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  Shout out to AutoDataDirect for sponsoring our Breakfast and lunches!   
  Together we support our industry, but more importantly our  
  professionalism.  I would say when one looks at the time, money, and    
  personal commitment, at the end of the day, it’s all well worth it! 
  
  Hope to see you or your employees at the next MPTA endorsed training   
  class! 
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More than a third of drivers disobey ‘Move Over’ laws, study finds 
 

The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety found drivers don’t believe they will be stopped or are una-

ware of what the law requires. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A trooper's car was hit on Interstate 35W near Forest Lake in 2011. (Courtesy of the State Patrol/The Minnesota Star Tribune) 

 
 
All 50 states and the District of Columbia have laws requiring motorists to move over at least one lane or slow 
down when passing an emergency or service vehicle stopped on the side of the road with lights flashing. 
They typically are called “Slow Down, Move Over” laws, aimed at protecting emergency responders, maintenance 
workers and motorists stranded on the side of the road. 
 
Yet more than a third of drivers did neither, according to a study issued last week by the AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety. 
 
Last year, 46 people nationwide — law enforcement, tow truck drivers, fire and EMS crew members and mainte-
nance personnel — working roadside incidents were struck and killed by passing motorists. 
 
“Every responder lost is a father, mother, son or daughter who didn’t make it home,” said Brynna Knapp, a spokes-
woman with AAA Minnesota. “We need drivers to understand that slowing down and moving over isn’t just the 
law, it’s a life-saving act.” 
 
Researchers analyzed the actions of more than 12,360 drivers passing incident scenes in 13 states and caught on 
traffic cameras. They found 36% of drivers neither reduced their speed nor moved over. 
 
When drivers did comply, most motorists moved over a lane but neglected to slow down, even in states where 
there is a specific directive to do so, the study’s authors wrote. 
 
In Minnesota, when traveling on a road with two or more lanes going in the same direction, drivers must move 
over one full lane from a stopped ambulance, fire truck, law enforcement squads and road maintenance and con-
struction vehicles with emergency lights activated. 
 
Source: By Tim Harlow - The Minnesota Star Tribune 

https://aaafoundation.org/slow-down-move-over-laws-investigating-factors-influencing-drivers-behavior-and-compliance/
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Towing Industry Honors Fallen Tow Operators 

 
The International Towing & Recovery Hall of Fame and Museum held its 
ninth annual Wall of the Fallen Name Unveiling Ceremony in October, 
honoring 19 towing and recovery professionals who lost their lives in the 
line of duty. 
 
The Wall of the Fallen, located at the museum in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
was dedicated in 2006 to raise awareness of the dangers faced by tow op-
erators working roadside. According to the National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (NIOSH), towing industry workers face a fatality 
risk nearly 15 times higher than the national average for private-sector 
jobs. 
 
This year’s honorees were Richard Barrows, Bryan Ray Biggs Sr., Terry Blum, Shawn Alan Bodiford, Graeme 
Lesley Brown, Christian Matthew Burt, Troy Lee Caldwell, Michael Robert Curry, Rico K. Funchess, David Con-
rad Holz, Howard Charles Husband, Richard Kenda, Moses B. King, Mark Llewellyn, Willie McPherson, Jose 
Parra, Kavish Ramnarayan, Richard A. Rodriguez, and Kenneth Sposato. 
 
The memorial now bears more than 400 names. The annual ceremony offers families and colleagues a moment of 
remembrance while emphasizing the importance of “Slow Down, Move Over” laws meant to protect roadside 
workers. 
 
Source: https://whnt.com 

AAA Study Finds Drivers Confused About Move Over Laws 

 

Despite “Slow Down, Move Over” (SDMO) laws in all 50 states and D.C., 46 emergency responders were killed 
roadside last year, according to the Emergency Responder Safety Institute. A new AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety (AAAFTS) study finds that confusion, weak enforcement, and lack of awareness continue to endanger first 
responders, including tow truck operators. 
 
AAA’s national survey revealed that while two-thirds of drivers have heard of SDMO laws, many don’t know 
what they require. Video analysis showed only 64% of drivers slowed down or moved over for roadside inci-
dents—dropping to just 58% when tow trucks were present. 
 
“Awareness alone isn’t enough,” said Gene Boehm, AAA National President and CEO. “Drivers must understand 
what these laws mean and why they matter.” 
 
AAA is urging policymakers to clarify and align SDMO laws nationwide, increase enforcement visibility, and 
strengthen public education campaigns. The organization also partners with technology providers like HAAS Alert 
to give drivers real-time roadside alerts, reminding them to slow down and move over to save lives. 
 
Source: https://info.oregon.aaa.com 

https://whnt.com/business/press-releases/ein-presswire/862752646/towing-industry-honors-fallen-tow-operators/
https://towindustryweek.com/16-news/9567-aaa-study-finds-drivers-confused-about-move-over-laws
https://info.oregon.aaa.com/aaa-confusion-over-slow-down-move-over-laws-endangers-roadside-responders/
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MPTA Hosts First Intermediate Heavy Towing Training Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On October 8th, MPTA hosted its first Intermediate heavy duty training class at the East Metro Fire complex in 
Maplewood and final training class of the year. Students spent the morning session in the classroom reviewing lev-
ers, angles, pivots, strap strengths-chains and general discussion about intermediate recovery.. Great opportunity 
for our students and for our industry! Teaching heavy hook-ups with a Jack-knife recovery at the end.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to MPTA board members Ron Gardas Jr., Jay Thompson and Lonnie Krackow for your time and dedica-
tion in educating our current and future talent pool! 
 
Special thank you to Twin Cities Transport and Recovery (Gardas Family and Jordan) Blaine Brothers Towing and 
Richfield Bus Company/Noah for the equipment, casualties and time, the MN State Patrol and East Metro Fire. 



 

Enjoyed a nice breakfast courtesy of Custom Cap and Tire and lunch provided by Kapnick Insurance! We will see 
what next year brings in the Western National Training series hosted by the MPTA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all MPTA members for investing in our 2025 training 
classes, more importantly in your employees and the towing industry! 
Please be safe and let the snow fly!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   MPTA Newsbreak ~ November 2025                                                                                                                          19



   MPTA Newsbreak ~ November 2025                                                                                                                            20

States Tighten CDL, English Rule Enforcement 

A multi-state enforcement sweep has removed more than 100 commercial drivers from U.S. highways for immi-
gration and licensing violations, including repeat offenders operating without valid commercial driver’s licenses 
(CDLs) or failing to meet federal English-language proficiency (ELP) 
standards. 
 
On Sept. 30, the Colorado and Wyoming Highway Patrols placed 24  
vehicles and 16 drivers out of service, arresting four drivers for repeat  
offenses, including CDL and ELP violations. A separate three-day Oklaho-
ma Highway Patrol operation, conducted Sept. 25-28 in partnership with 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, resulted in 500 inspections 
and 120 arrests — most for immigration violations. 
 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt said those detained included drivers from countries such as China, Georgia, and 
Ukraine. ICE officials reported that 91 of those arrested held CDLs and were operating commercial vehicles. 
 
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy recently warned states that fail to follow federal CDL issuance rules could 
face funding cuts. “Oklahomans deserve safe highways,” said Oklahoma Corporation Commission Chair Kim Da-
vid. “By working together, we’re reducing risks for every driver.” 
 
https://www.ttnews.com 

Special Thank You to our 2025 Hall of Fame Contributors 

 

Mark & Shelly 
Bonstrom 

Joe Sroga 
Zeilla  

Holdings 

https://towindustryweek.com/16-news/9546-states-tighten-cdl-english-rule-enforcement
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/commercial-vehicle-dragnets?utm_source=daily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter&mktId=16320771&mkt_tok=OTA1LUJCVy04NzYAAAGdY4lc4ZegFJYpVVqtuxpnvPUubq_YIfvhEw61pGZ5N68CgJ3haU_8bgWiC3oC3KgbOaYaHAXx-h0E59HEbxNySFbXDmv6O
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MPTA Hosts One- Day Heavy Duty Training Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those who missed the MPTA’s Heavy Duty Tow School on October 8th, two words sum up the condensed one
-day event, experience, and knowledge. In a full one-day class, students of the MPTA Heavy Duty Training class 
taught by some of the best local instructors, Ron Gardas Jr, Lonnie Krackow and Jay Thompson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MPTA Board Directors felt this year’s Heavy- Duty Tow School should be an abbreviated one-day class as 
the MPTA hosted its first ever Intermediate Heavy Training Class. The morning session began with an extensive 
classroom presentation taught by Ron Gardas Jr. of Twin Cities Transport & Recovery and Jay Thompson of Lake 
City Towing. Students were also treated to a “Q&A” with a CVI from the State Patrol while learning importance 
of tire pressure and maintainability from Jake at Custom Cap & Tire. After lunch, a four hour “hands on” afternoon 
session covering Towability, basic hook-ups, Air Systems, and Drive shafts. 
 
 
 



The class ended with a question and answer “hands on” approach finding every student involved and eager to learn 
more.  
 
Even though the day seemed short, all who participated in the Heavy-Duty Training Class will tell you, for time, 
money, knowledge, and the teaching of professionalism in our industry is well worth the experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Gardas Family for the casualties, Custom Cap & Tire Kapnick Insurance for their sponsorship of 
our one- day Heavy Duty training class! 
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Federal court rules against Mike's Auto Body in St. Croix County  
towing dispute 

 
ST. CROIX COUNTY (WQOW) - A federal court has ruled in favor of St. Croix County and Sheriff Scott Knud-
son in a lawsuit filed by Mike's Auto Body of Glenwood City, LLC and its owner, Michael Barstad. The plaintiffs 
claimed their removal from the county's towing rotation list violated their constitutional rights. 
 
The court denied the plaintiffs' motion for partial summary judg-
ment and granted summary judgment to the defendants, dismiss-
ing the claims.  
 
As 18 News reported in 2024, Barstad claims the sheriff violated 
his first and 14th amendment rights when Knudson terminated his 
auto body's participation in the county's no-preference towing ro-
tation. This is when deputies arrange for the removal of disabled 
vehicles from roads in the county by private towing services, like 
Mike's Auto Body. 
 
The termination came six days after his shop towed a car from the scene of Deputy Kaitie Leising's murder in May 
2023. Knudson said a DOJ agent claimed they were price gouging during an unfortunate situation. In an email, the 
sheriff said, "You have crossed such a line of humanity" and that he would be dissolving the towing agreement.  
 
Late last month, Sheriff Knudson's actions were upheld. The court concluded that the towing company's removal 
did not violate the Fourteenth Amendment, as no property interest was established. Additionally, a First Amend-
ment claim regarding alleged retaliation for Barstad's email criticizing the sheriff's office was dismissed, as the 
speech was deemed a personal grievance, not a matter of public concern. 
 
Source: WQOW News 18 Eau Claire.  
 

Nevada Bill Targets Abandoned Cars and Towing Abuses 

 

Assemblymembers Heather Goulding and Max Carter presented Assem-
bly Bill 415 to the Nevada Legislature, proposing faster removal of 
abandoned, inoperable vehicles and safeguards against unfair towing dis-
patch practices. The bill would let law enforcement mark an abandoned 
vehicle and, after a five-day notice, authorize disposal if it meets four 
conditions: it’s abandoned, unregistered, not roadworthy, and worth un-
der $500 in scrap—up from $200. 
 
Supporters said the change aligns with neighboring states and eases fi-
nancial burdens on tow operators forced to store junk vehicles for long 
periods. Tow company owners and trucking representatives cited towing 
and cleanup costs that can exceed $1,000 per vehicle. Counties and cities 

said the bill would help address blight and public-safety hazards. 
 
The measure also bans falsifying GPS data to gain towing dispatches, allowing violators to be removed from rotation 
lists. Law enforcement and environmental groups backed the bill, though legislators raised due-process concerns and 
sought clarification on disposal procedures for large vehicles. No vote was taken as sponsors continue refining legal 
and administrative details. 
 
Source: https://citizenportal.ai 

https://towindustryweek.com/16-news/9569-nevada-bill-targets-abandoned-cars-and-towing-abuses
https://citizenportal.ai/articles/6631871/Nevada-lawmakers-weigh-streamlined-process-to-remove-abandoned-vehicles-and-block-tow-operator-location-spoofing


Member Directory 
Aitkin                        Dennis’ Towing 

320-684-2825 
Albert Lea               T&W Towing 

507-473-2999 
  

Anoka                    North Star Towing 
763-427-4160 

 
Apple Valley    Dick’s Valley Service 

952-432-2848 
Arlington     After Burner Auto Body  
                                           &Towing 
                                     507-964-2809 
Austin             Otomo’s Auto Towing 

507-450-0051 
Blackduck                Bogart’s Towing 

218-835-4548 
Blaine              Citywide Service Corp 

 763-786-9020 
                       Frovik’s Towing 

763-786-9220 
Hooked Up Towing & Recovery 

612-913-0702 
                        Twin Cities Transport    
                       & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
 
Blooming Prairie 
                     Darrick’s Preferred Auto 

507-583-9994 
 
Bloomington      Chief’s Towing, Inc. 

952-888-2201 
                                
Brooklyn Center   Sandoval Services 

612-845-0623 
Brooklyn Park                                  
           Citywide Service 

763-424-4900 
                                       Feist Towing 

763-544-5512 
 
Burnsville                  Captain Towing 

952-856-2901 
 
Cannon Falls          Siewert’s Towing 

507-263-4791 
Clearwater                 Blaine Brothers 

320-558-9966 
 

Columbus                       
               Blaine Brothers Truck Aline 

763-786-8863 
 

Coon Rapids             Corky’s Towing 
612-919-1106 

Crystal                              Twin Cities 
Transport & Recovery 

651-642-1446 
Currie               Radke Wheel Service 

507-763-3129 
 
Dayton         MN Towing and Repair 
     612-326-6687 
                   Twin Cities Transport &    
         Recovery 
     651-642-1446 

 
Detroit Lakes                  DL Towing 

218-847-6362 
Duluth                          Dukes Towing 

218-722-8885 
                               
Eagan                      Magnum Towing 

651-423-7201 
         
Elk River                                              
          Collins Brothers Towing 

763-241-9177 
                     Lynch Wrecker Services 

612-578-5168 
                    
Faribault           Glenn’s Service LLC 

507-334-4202 
 

Fergus Falls                 Beyer Towing 
218-205-6137 

 
Forest Lake                  Dan’s Towing 

651-464-5551 
 
 
Grand Meadow    Gregerson Towing 
        & Recovery 

507-272-4088 
 
Inver Grove Heights   
                              South East Towing    

651-451-9721 
Ironton     AutoSmith Service  Group 

1-218-545-5715 
 
Lafayette                 Five Star Towing 

507-843-2677 
Kasson T & K Towing Service 

507-250-4573 
 
 

Lakeville   Marek’s Towing & Repair 
952-469-3182 

Luverne                     G&S Auto LLC 
507-283-8146 

Mankato               Affordable Towing 
507-388-8697 

 Marshall              Pulver Towing 
                                       507-828-5720 
Minneapolis               Blaine Brothers 

763-780-5130 
612-333-8900 

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 
South Minneapolis 

612-861-6133 
                    Metro Wreckers Services 

612-330-0013 
Minnetonka              Kustom Karriers 
                                       952-938-4680                                                                             
 
Montevideo  Monte Motor Sales, Inc. 
                                       320-269-6264 
Moorhead             
         Aggressive Towing & Recovery 

218-287-2344 
     Ed’s Towing Service 

218-233-7740 
 
Mountain Iron             
   Iron Range Towing and Automotive 

218-780-1726 
New Brighton          Freeway Towing 

651-633-5525 
Newport             

Absolute Towing & Recovery 
                                       651-337-2149 
Oakdale           Twin Cities Transport  
                       & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
Owatonna   Dean’s Westside Service 

507-455-1950 
Plymouth            Frankies Towing Co 

763-595-0321 
                         Twin Cities Transport  
        & Recovery 

763-544-3202 
Prior Lake                 Zeilla Holdings 

763-273-1185 
Red Wing                      Midway Auto 

651-388-8296 
                        Siewerts Garage 

651-388-9163 
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Rochester                       CSC Towing 
507-289-8344 

          Gregerson Towing & Recovery 
507-272-4088 

Rochester Towing, LLC 
507-288-7317 

Pulver Towing 
507-282-3851 

Savage                 Allen’s Service Inc. 
952-894-1000 

                     
Scanlon                      Blaine Brothers 

218-879-6681 
Shafer                          PLC Recovery 

651-257-3975 
 
Spring Lake Park   Citywide Service 

763-432-4550 
 St. Anthony    Twin Cities Transport 
                       & Recovery, Inc. 
                 651-642-1446 
St. Cloud                    Andy’s Towing 
                 320-251-5691 
St. Paul             Twin Cities Transport  
            & Recovery, Inc. 

651-642-1446 
PLC Recovery 
651-247-9783 

 
St. Charles  
               Whitewater Wrecker Service 

507-718-9669 
Virginia   
         Armory Shell Towing & Service 

218-741-6050 
 

Waseca                  Bocks Service Inc. 
507-835-5407 

                           Tesch Service Center 
507-835-4610 

 
White Bear Lake 
                           Twin City Transport   
           & Recovery, Inc. 
     651-642-1446 
Willmar 
                                 City Line Towing  
                                       320-231-3869                               
    Ed’s Service Center & Sales 
      320-235-5945 
 
 
 

Winona 
            Borkowski Towing & Salvage 

507-452-9073 
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Bismarck      Berg’s 24 Hour Towing  

701-663-6491 
 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Big Stone                     The Shop, Inc. 

605-862-8215 
Watertown        Performance Towing 

218-722-7781 
 

WISCONSIN 
Ashland                    Tomlinson’s Inc. 

715-684-3359 
Baldwin     Day & Nite Towing, LLC 

715-684-3359 
Balsam Lake     
                     Lake Services Unlimited 

715-857-5753 
Hixton       Jensen Towing and Repair 

715-963-3431 
 

LaCrosse         
                   Goldbeck Towing Service  

608-781-4869 
Roberts                      Star Equipment 

715-749-4450 
 
Superior                 Lake City Towing 

218-722-7781 
 

 
 

ASSOCIATE 
 

Accounting/Towing Software 
Towbook 

Kendall Smith 810-320-5063 
Auto & Equipment Sales 
Twin Cities Wrecker Sales 

Rod Pellow  651-488-4210 
Worldwide Equipment Sales 

Jeff Irr 815-725-4400 
Zip’s Truck Equipment 

Paul Rottinghaus  1-800-222-6047 
 
Banking/Financial 
Customers Commercial Finance 

Josh Johnson 952-484-0882 
 
 

 
Fabrication & Manufacturing 
B&B Industries 

Lance & Layla Burda 763-333-4743 
Health Insurance 
Health & Life Financial Services 

Kevin Urlaub 763-287-0055 
Insurance 
Corporate Four Insurance 

Jessica Hrabe 952-896-9535 
Midwest Insurance Service 

John Hall 651-439-5939 
Insurance Subrogation 
Corrective Action Recovery Solu-
tions, LLC (C.A.R.S) 

Greg Schafer  507-530-5032 
Management Consulting 
Professional Transport Management 
Company          
    Steve & Sue Schmit 612-366-0525 
Uniforms 
Cintas    Kevin Gaskins 763-391-5266 

 

Vehicle Data Information 
Auto Data Direct   
          Parker Devenney 773-771-9910 
 

 

 



Meetings may be cancelled due to weather please  
check https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnprotow for all 

event updates.  

Upcoming Events 

MPTA Board Meeting 
 

To Be Determined 
 

 
 Meetings will be posted on Facebook.  

check https://www.facebook.com/
groups/mnprotow for all event updates.  

 

Fall Fun Facts 
 

**Autumn leaves are different colors because of sugar.  Sugar from the tree gets 
trapped in leaves.  More sugar means brighter red and purple colors. 
 
**The sun rises perfectly in the east and sets perfectly in the west on the Autmn 
Equinox. 
 
**Autumn is sometimes called harvest or harvest season because farmers are 
harvesting the fields. 
 
**New England colonists used pumpkins since they grew naturally.  An original 
pie recipe required one to “fill a hollowed out pumpkin with spiced sweetened 
milk and then cooked directly in a fire.” 
 
**Many favorite fall fruits have a lot of air.  This is why pumpkins, apples and 
cranberries will float. 
 
**Candy corn was originally chicken feed since it was mainly used for animal 
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